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Trong thang Tam ndm nay (2001), 6ng Téng Giam muc
Ca t6 La ma & Calcutta, An dd cho biét s& dé trinh vdi
Vatican mdt phuc trinh day 75 ngan trang dé hoan tat
thu tuc phong Thanh cho Me Teresa. Day la mot sé Iugng
tai liéu khéng 16 v& hoat déng clia mdt ca nhan. C{ tudng tugng c6 mdt éng HOng y
nao do6 - Nguyén van Thuan chdng han, mot ngay ngdi doc 100 trang tai liéu, thi
phai mat hon hai ndm mdi hoan tat, chua ké t8i su cliu xét théng qua hay phai diéu
tra xem thir s kién dugc bao cdo ding hay sai. Di nhién mét ngudi dugc phong
thanh, khong phai chi vi hanh déng tir thién dgn thudn ma con phai vi Igi ich thiét
thuc cho ton gido cua Vatican.

Lam viéc tUr thién l1a mot dic tinh tUr bi, bac ai, thuong ngudi khén kho hoan nan
clia mét ca nhan, doan thé hay t8 chirc. DSi vdi tam ly chung cua con ngudi, ai
cling mudn lam coéng viéc tlr thién dé tu man véi long t6t cla minh, néu hanh dong
"bG thi" khéng doi hoi sy hy sinh, vat chat cla cai cla chinh ban than. Trong Phat
gido hanh bd thi con dugc coi la hanh BO Tat. Nhung cla bd thi phai xudt phat tu
mot ngudn gbc luang thién bang md héi va suc lao ddng cua tha nhan. Ldy clia bd
thi tir nhiing ké an cap, luGng gat con ngudi la mot tdi pham dong I6a. Cla cang
I&n, cang quy mo thi mdc d6 tdi pham cang to 16n. NEu hanh ddng tlr thién la mot
t6 chirc quy mé thu gép tién bac tir mét td chic tdi pham quy mé, thi ca hai "thé
nhan" phai lién ddi chiu trach nhiém trude luat phap xa hoéi va lugng tdm nhan loai.

Chuang t6i khong c6 y dinh ban vé "tri€t ly tir thién" ciia Me Teresa ma chi dé cap
dén mot vai tinh cach thu gop tién bac cla ba tir hdi ba con s6ng, nhu mét thuc
chirng ( de facto ) mang tinh tiéu biéu, dién hinh va phd bién trong cac hoat déng
tUr thién clia Me Teresa.

Thong thudng, n€u Me Teresa mudn cho mot nhan vat nao dé6 mang nhirng yéu t6
"thudn Igi" thi chi viéc chiu khé bd it thi giG chup chung vdi ngudi dé vai tam hinh
V@i sy dan canh that khéo léo, va hinh dugc dang bao ram Ién, 1a qUa nhién ngudi
8y V& sau nhan ti&n quyén gop vi ly do tir thién rat dé dang. Thi thuét 8y xem
chiing nhu la rat luong thién. Nhung kha nang tich tu "gép gié thanh bao" khé
mang lai k&t qua t&r nhitng cong thic cliing nhac; né doi hodi nhitng hinh thirc nhan
tién truc ti€p don gian hon, nhung chdp nhén su rdi ro hay phé mac ( laissez-faire )
nguon gbc bat luong thién.

D6 la truéng hgp Me Teresa d& nhan tién cla Charles Keating. Ong Keating nay da
I1&nh 10 nam tu &, nhu mot phan cla ban an qua scandal tai chinh Savings and
Loan. Khéng ai hd nghi gi n{ra, n6 la mot vu ludng gat tai chinh 16n nhat trong lich



st nudc My. Keating la ai ? -La mot tin d6 Cong giado cuc doan, bao thu, rat cé
tham vong chinh trj va tién tai; diéu dang nuc cuGi Keating da ting la thanh vién
trong Uy ban diéu tra v& tac dung tai hai cho xa hdi clia cac "vén héa phdm con
heo" dudi thdi Richard Nixon.

Dau thép nién 80 dudi thdi Reagan, cung chung véi mot bo phén diéu hanh cg sé
cho vay Savings and Loan, Keating ty thut két tron ven tdt ca nhitng s0 tién bo vén
dau tu cla cac than chu. Du ludn dao dy con ban tan thém vé cum tu la tai "Ngd
nhan bang Keating" ( The Keating Five) bgi cé 5 dng Thugng nghi si khi nao cling
che chd cho Keating tUr si hau hi nhan dugc tién donation trong cac dip van déng
bd phi&u. O thdi ky cao nhat clia mifc thanh cong nhu mdt "ké &n cdp”, Keating
"cling" cho Me Teresa mot s6 tién la 1 triéu 250 ngan d6 la (in the sum of one and
a quarter million dollars). Chua du, Keating con bado ddm Me sé dudc sUif dung may
bay phan luc riéng cta y. C6 qua c6 lai, Keating dudc an sung clia Me bang mét
chiéc thanh-gia-nhan-cach-héa (personalized crucifix), dudc nhan danh Me dé hanh
dong trong bat c& mét "cd hoi can thiét" nao.

Dich vu hgp tac bat thanh van gilra hai bén c&f @ém tréi cho dén nam 1992, ndi vu
d6 bé va Keating bi truy t8 trudc Toa an T6i cao 6 Los Angeles ( bd phén “Lincoln
savings and Loan" clia Keating phan 16n hoat déng & California ).

Gilta thdi gian dién tién phap Iy ndi vu, Me Teresa viét mdt la thu cho Chanh an
Lance Ito (ngugi dirng x{r vy &n O.J. Simpson vang ti€éng mét thdi) cé ndi dung nhu
sau:

Thua Ngai Lance Ito,

Chuang t6i khong mudn qudy vao cong viéc business, chinh trj, hay dao tung dinh.
Coéng tac cva chung téi la Truyén Gido vu T thién, dang hét cd tdm long va cho
khong dén nhing ké nghéo khoé nhét trong nhifng ngudi ngheéo.

T6i chdng biét mét chat gi vé cong viéc clia 6ng Charles Keating, k€ cd nhiihg su’
viéc ma ngai dang phai duong dau.

T6i ch/ cé biét rdng 6ng ta la ngudi rat t6t bung va hdo tdm vdi nhiing ké nghéo
khé ctia Chua, va ludn ludn sén sang gilp d& khi cé nhu cdu. Chinh vi cai ly do nay
ma tdi khéng mudhn quén 6ng trong ltc 6ng ta va gia dinh dang dau khé. Chia Gié-
su tung néi rdng 'Nhifng gi ma nguoi da lam cho dé dé yéu kém nhét cda ta... thi
nguoi da lam cho Ta vdy.'. Ong Keating da tiing giap d& cho ngudi nghéo khé, la
duyén cd ma téi vi éng dé viét thu cho ngai.

Nha binh luén Christopher Hitchens da cho rang la thu cla Me Teresa dang dugc
Ianh giai Nobel v& dién vin V& cai tai sif dung "xao thut" ngdn tir. Chanh an Lance
Ito khéng tra I8i; nhung Paul Turley - Phé Bién ly cla quan Los Angeles , dong
Coéng t6 vién vdi Ito; vdi tu cach cong dan da tra IGi cho Me Teresa nhu sau:



Me Teresa mén,

T6i la mét Pho Bién ly quédn Los Angeles, mét trong cong té vién truy té 6ng
Charles H. Keating, Jr., mét 'thi chd' cua ba. Téi da doc la thu ba gdi cho Chanh an
Lance Ito, nhan danh 6ng Keating. La thu’ cho thdy ba da khong biét gi vé cac hoat
déng t6i pham cla 6ng Keating. T6i viét thu nay dé cung cdp mdt gidi thich ngdn
gon V& céac tdi &c ma éng Keating da gay nén, cho ba mét sy hiéu biét vé ngudn
gdc cac s6 tién ma Keating d4 ‘cing’ cho ba, va dé nghj rang vi dao ly ba nén hoan
tra lai cac sé tién dé cho cac than cha.

Ong Keating da bj bt vi tdi ludng gat 17 thé nhan cda hon 900 ngan do la. Ong
Charles Keating da dn cdp mét sé tién 252 triéu dé la, trong s6 17 thé nhan dé da
dai dién cho 17 ngan thé nhan khéac. Hanh vi gian 14n déc d4o cla Keating tr
nhing s6 tién cac than chu da déu tu mua trai phiéu trong céng ty cva 6ng ta, va
6ng da tao ra nhifng tai liéu gid mao dé€ cho cac than chd tin tudng rdng minh da
dau tu vao ndi an toan va it rdi ro. Qua céc bdng chihng cua su’ thét, cac sé tién nay
da cung Ung cho Keating mét 16i séng an choi phung phi, dang diém.

Nan nhan cua Keating bao gém moi thanh phan xa héi. Mgt sé giau cé va cé hoc
vén cao. Nhung da sé 1a nhiing thanh phan ch/ c6 phuong tién khiém nhuong,
khong quen thudc vdi sé tién I1dn. Chdng han, phai k€ dén, mét ngudi thg méc
chdng biét noi tiéng Anh da bj Keating gian Idn danh cdp ludn ca sé tién dé danh
dai han.

Kh&u hiéu thanh kinh cua té chdc ba néi rdng "Ching nao ma nguoi da lam viéc &y
cho nhifng d6 dé yéu kém nhét cua Ta, ngudi cling da lam diéu &y cho Ta.". Thi
"nhimg ké yéu kém nhét" 8y chinh la nhiing ngudi ma Keating da ludng gat khong
chit nao ning. Nhu ba da qua r8, "on tha thi" khi nao ciing cé sén cho t&t cd moi
ngudi, nhung "on tha th* phai dit trudec mét su’ nhin nhn téi 16i. Ong Keating da
khéng nhifng khéng nhin nhdn tdi 4c cia minh ma con dé qudy téi ac cho ké khéac
bang nhiing hanh vi b4t chinh. Kinh nghiém cua ba vé nhihg ké nghéo kho, that
dang ngudng mé. Nhung kinh nghiém cda t6i thudc vé nhiing ké tdi pham di ludng
gat. Khdng phdi la chuyén bt thuong, khi ké tdi pham thudng 0 ra t té€ vdi gia
dinh, bdng hifu hay su tir thién. C6 thé rdng chinh syt t€ nay sé mua I8y tinh
thuong, su’ kinh trong va tha thir. Tuy vy, thdi gian di mua su "xa téi*
(indulgences) la phuong phap duoc chdp nhdn dé kiém tim su tha thd” da chét theo
thdi dai Cai Cach rdi . Khéng mét gido hdi, mét co quan tur thién, mét té chdc nao
con dugc cho phép ding ra "clu rdi" cho y thifc téi pham. Chiing toi biét on néu
qua s’ tha th? 8y van con ton tao, nhung ching toi phai thi hanh bén phdn. Chiing
t6i, bao gém cd Chanh an va Bdi thdm doan. Téi t nhdc nhd t6i nhithg cdnh céo tir
thanh kinh.

Paul Turley



Qua hai l& thu trao ddi gitta mét ngudi dirng dau mot t6 chuc tir thién 16n nhat cua
Giao hoi Ca td La ma va mot ngudi dai dién luat phap binh thuGng clia mot quan
trong ti€u bang California, chiing ta thy ré nhan cach dao dlic cua tirng ngudi mot.

Ba Me Teresa nay da trd thanh cat bui va dang chuén bj trg thanh Thanh sau su’
chuén phé cudi cung cla Gido hoang John Paul I1; thud con séng ba da nhan bao
nhiéu tién tir ngudn gdc tdi 4c chung ta chua cé diéu kién dé cong bs; mic db ba
ti€p tay va nudi dudng t0i pham cla ba chidng ta chua thu thép hét dir kién.
Nhung, dua ra bdng chirng nay la d€ cho nhiing tin dd Viét Ca t6 La ma thdy, gi®
nay ma con dem Me Teresa ra d€ chifng minh cho l6ng thanh thién cua nhiing
ngudi con Giao hoi Ia mot viéc bé cai [Am. Su [am Ian &y xudt phat do su’ khong
hi€u biét gi v& cac van dé thdi su da va dang xay ra trong thé gidi chung quanh
minh.

Tinh Pau 21.9.2001
Documents: 1. Thu cia Me Teresa:

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY

"As long as you did it to one of these My least bretheren. You did it to Me"
Honorable Lance Ito

Superior Court

210 West Temple St.

Detpt. 123, 13th Floor

Los Angeles, Ca. 90012

Dear Honorable Lance Ito,

We do not mix up in Business or Politicts or courts. Our work, as Missionaries of
Charity is to give wholehearted and free service to the poorest of the poor.

I do not know anything about Mr. Charles Keating's work or his business or the
matters you are dealing with.

I only know that he has alway been kind and generous to God's poor, and always
ready to help whenever there was a need. It is for this reason that | do not want to
forget him now while he and his family are suffering. Jesus has told us "Whatever
you do to the least of my brethern ... YOU DID IT TO ME. Mr. Keating has done
each to help the poor, which is why | am writing to you on his behalf.

Whenever someone asks me to speak to a judge, | always tell them the same
thing. I ask them to pray, to look into thier heart, and to do what Jesus would do in
that circumstance. And this is what | am asking of you, your Honor.

My gratitude to you is my prayer for you, and your work, your family and the
people with whom you are working.

God bless you

M. Teresa



Documents: 2. Thu cta Phé Bién ly Paul Turley:
Dear Mother Teresa:

I am a Deputy District Attorney in Los Angeles County and one of the persons who
worked on the prosecution of your benefactor, Charles H. Keating, Jr. | read your
letter to Judge Ito, written on behalf of Mr. Keating, which includes your admission
that you know nothing about Mr. Keating's business or the criminal charges
presented to Judge Ito. | am writing to you to provide a brief explanation of the
crimes of which Mr. Keating has been convicted, to give you an understanding of
the source of the money that Mr. Keating gave to you, and to suggest that you
perform the moral and ethical act of returning the money to its rightful owners.

Mr. Keating was convicted of defrauding 17 individuals of more than $900,000.
These 17 persons were representative of 17,000 individuals from whom Mr. Keating
stole $252,000,000. Mr. Keating's specific acts of fraud were that he was the
source of a series of fraudulent representations made to persons who bought bonds
from his company and he also was the repository of crucial information which he
chose to withhold from bond purchasers, thereby luring his victims into believing
they were making a safe, low-risk investment. In truth and in fact, their money
was being used to fund Mr. Keating's exorbitant and extravagant lifestyle.

The victims of Mr. Keating's fraud come from a wide spectrum of society. Some
were wealthy and well-educated. Most were people of modest means and
unfamiliar with high finance. One was, indeed, a poor carpenter who did not speak
English and had his life savings stolen by Mr. Keating's fraud.

The biblical slogan of your organization is 'As long as you did it to one of these My
least brethren. You did it to Me'. The 'least' of the brethren are among those whom
Mr. Keating fleeced without flinching. As you well know, divine forgiveness is
available to all, but forgiveness must be preceded by admission of sin. Not only has
Mr. Keating failed to admit his sins and his crimes, he persists in self-righteously
blaming others for his own misdeeds. Your experience is, admirably, with the poor.
My experience has been with the ‘con' man and the perpetrator of the fraud. It is
not uncommon for ‘con’ men to be generous with family, friends and charities.
Perhaps they believe that their generosity will purchase love, respect or
forgiveness. However, the time when the purchase of 'indulgences’ was an
acceptable method of seeking forgiveness died with the Reformation. No church, no
charity, no organization should allow itself to be used as salve for the conscience of
the criminal. We all are grateful that forgiveness is available but we all, also, must
perform our duty. That includes the Judge and the Jury. | remind myself of the
biblical admonition

Paul Turley



