“Immediately after the Dien Bien Phu offensive began, the assembled
journalists who wanted Ho Chi Minh’s opinion on DBP; the Viethamese
resistance leader laughingly remarked : “Oh it's rather simple.” And then,
he turned his khaki pith helmet upside down and with his bony forefinger
circled the rim : “These are the big mountains up here and at the bottom
of this oval-shaped bowl is the valley of DBP. We are up here and the
FEC (the French Expeditionary Corps) is down there. They are trapped.
There’s no exit and we won't let them get out.”

Then, when FEC had been defeated, the loser General Raoul Salan was
neither sardonic nor iniquitous, he asked General Giap: “In what military
academy, monsieur, did you learn the art of war?”. General Giap was just
as courteous anh clipped: “I learnt it in the jungle, mon general, fighting
the Japanese.”

Dai twéng V6 Nguyén Giap 2005a

Nguyén van Hoéa

Tu mot trung hgp tinh c@ gilta bifc hinh cua Pai tuéng V6 Nguyén Giap va
cudn Hoi ky cuia Frederic F. Clairmont.

Nhiing vi tudng lanh lirng danh clia cac nudc Au My khi dudc hoi v& xudt than
binh nghiép, thudng tu hao vé cac vé trudng quan su ndi tiéng da dao tao ra ho:
West Point cia My, Sandhurt ciia Anh, Saint-Cyr clia Phap... Chéc han tdn chi dé dao
tao nén mot si quan cua ho 1a d&€ bao vé t& qubc. Nhung chiéu dai lich sl chién tranh
cla ho, phan I8n khéng phai 1a d& bao vé td quéc, ma la di thuc dan dudi hai nghia
cl va mdi.

Danh tudng V6 Nguyén Giap cua Viét Nam, la trudng hgp ngoai |€é.

Nhimng tuan I& trudc khi chién trudng Dién Bién Phi sdp stra dén hdi két thic:
nhitng c diém manh cla quan vién chinh Phap & t& ngan Séng Nam Rom bj tran
ngép, trong giay phuat dit diém —sau nay da dugc sach bao ghi chép lai 1a kinh hoang
—-d6 1a cudc tan cong vii bao cua Viét Minh ngay 7 thang Nam vao b chi huy Mudng
Thanh ltc 3 giG chiéu, khéng can phai dgi dén béng dém. Cai chét cudi cung cua doi
quan vién chinh Phap & Mudng Thanh la tiéng chudng chiéu hdn bao tir han 8 thap
nién cai tri ca thuc dan. Vai tuan 1& sau d6 1a man déi dau truc dién gitra vi tng-tu-
Iénh quan doi Phap & Déng Dudng va ngudi chién thang Dién Bién Phu. Tudng Raoul
Salan da khong hé biét 6ng V6 Nguyén Giap tung la gido su sur dia tai mot Lycée &
Ha Noi trudc khi van dung moi tai ndng cla minh dé gidi phong dat nudc. Salan
khéng con biéu 16 su’ khinh thi hay mdc cam tdi 16i, héi Tudéng Giap huych toet :
“Thua ngai, ¢ trudng quan su’ nao, ong da hoc vé nghé thuat chién tranh?.” Tudng
Giap lich su’ va nhanh nhen tra Igi: “T6i hoc dudc & trong rirng trong Iic danh bon
Nhat, thua dai tudng.” i[1]



D6 la tién dé trong moét cudn sach nho, toéi vira doc dudc cua Frederic F.
Clairmont: ‘Dién Bién Phu: Mot ky Uc ca nhan’ [‘Dien Bien Phu: A Personal Memoir,
F. F. Clairmont, Citizen International xuat ban, Malaysia 2004 ii[2] ].

Frederic F. Clairmont ghi lai tam cam cua minh: (Tudng Giap) khong can phai
trat bun vao miii cua Salan dé€ bat y phai nhd lai rdng quan déi thuc dan Phap da
tirng bi danh dén qui g6i xudng... chi sau hai tuan 1& IGc quan chiém déng Nhéat sup
dé. Ciling la sy ngiu nhién, day con la don trirng phat Iuc lugng vién chinh cla Tudng
Salan tUng tan sat ti 85 dén 100 ngan chién si giai phéng dan toc ¢ Madagascar
nam 1946. Th& ma bdi nhiém vu bao vé cho quyén Igi cla t6 quSc minh, Salan lai trd
thanh mét téng-tu-1énh quan déi thuc dan & Algeria sau Dién Bién Ph(; va thanh tich
guan sy cua y la da tan sat hon nua triéu dan Algeria vira dan 6ng, phu nif va tré em
trong cudc chiém déng tdm nam.

Cai gi da lam cho mét chang tudi tré Viét Nam trong véc dang thu sinh trang bi
mot kién thic lich s da trd thanh mot diing tudng quan su' ?. Chac han dé phai la
mot y thc van héa dan tdc. Y thirc van hoéa dan téc thdm trong mau xudong, trong
tinh cam va trong suy nghi ciia V6 Nguyén Giap.

N3m 1858, Ba Nang bi chiém doéng. Luc lugng thuc dan Phap va bon truyén dao
Catd La ma da dua lung vao nhau dé theo dudi muc tiéu chinh sach cai dao bang stic
manh. Ho tin tudng muc tiéu cai dao ngudi dan Viét theo Ki-t6 sé lam cho dan Viét
tuan phuc su cai tri clia thuc dan thém dé dang. Béi vy ngay tf budi dau ctia con
dudng thuc dan héa, Catdé La ma da gilf vai tro y hé chinh th6ng danh vao néo trang
cua nhan dan Viét Nam lam man gido dau trudc khi thuc hién moét cudc tran ap vé vii
Iuc. MGt vién chic thuc dan Phap da nhan xét vé chinh sach dé trong thap nién cudi
thé ky 19 : “LuGi ki€m thuc dan va cay thap tu la mot phan két hgp trong nhiém vu
khai héa van minh cua Phap.” [‘The colonial sword and the cruxific were an integral
part of France’s civilizing mission’ iii[3] ].

Tham vong cua “IuGi ki€m” va “cay thap tu” cla thuc dan Phap & chau A sau
cudc chién tranh Phap-Trung (1883-1887) da khoanh vung su cai tri cia thuc dan
Ién bn vang : Nam ky (Cochin-China), Cam-b&t, An-nam (Trung ky) va Bac ky
(Tonkin) dudc hgp thic héa vdi tén goi : Lién bang Déng duong (Indo-Chinese
Union) nam 1887. Trong ltc vung “luGi ki€m”, tén kién trdc su clia chd nghia dé€ qudc
Phap, Jules Ferry da tu hao tuyén bd : “Pay la bon phan khai héa van minh cla
gidng dan uu viét trén mét gidbng dan hen kém.” [‘It is the duty of superior races to
civilize inferior races’. iv[4] ]. Dang sau thuc t€ cla IGi tuyén b6 ngao man dé la mot
nguon Igi tu ban 16n lao chdy tran vao tay thuc dan. Theo Clairmont, ngudn Igi tir
thudc dia Dong Dudng da déng goép tir 12 dén 15% tdng san lugng quéc gia cho nudc
Phap (“accounted for 12-15% of France’s GDP in the inter-war years.”, tr. 18)

M6t khia canh mdi trong culn sach cla F.F. Clairmont it ai dé cap téi trong su
bai tran clia thuc dan Phap la ngoai han 60 phan tram cla quan s6 16.202 linh Phap
bi tiéu diét hay thudng tich, nhitng ké song sét dau hang gom 16 dai ta, 1.749 si
guan, Tudng de Castries, bd doi Viét Minh con giai thoat cho han 400 phu nif Viét



bi ép budc di theo d& lam no 1& tinh duc cho doi hdi xac thit cha bon dan éng
vién chinh Phap —mdt hién tugng thong tuc da trd thanh *dinh ché' nhd nhdp -theo
F.F. Clairmont, ma bon Phap da ménh danh dé la th(r “Nha thé ndi Tién tuyén”
(‘Bordel Militaire de Campagne’) Vv[5] . “Dinh ché nhd nhdp” nay cling cé6 mat trong
cac ddi quan thuc dan clia Anh, cia My. D6 1a hang loat nhitng “tiéu ddi” ban bar,
me MY, nhiing ngudi vg ban xéac than d€ nhan hang PX... & mién Nam trudc day.

Chién thang Dién Bién Ph( con la ca ddm dap tan luén tiém thic cda mot doi
quan goi la “qudc gia” ma Lattre de Tassigny véi vai tro tdng-tu-lénh da mo ta la
“Dung ngudi Viét d€ giét ngudi Viét” ['We shall use Vietnamese to kill Vietnamese’
vi[6] ]. Chién thdng Dién Bién Phu dang la “diém hen lich si” thach d6 vdi ba thé
luc thuc dan : Phap, Anh, My. That vay, toan bd cau tao cua ha tang cd sd Phap déu
st dung tUr su’ cung c8p clia My : d6 trén, vat liéu quan su, thdm chi cd khdu phan do
hop ca nhan (K-rations), phao dai bay tha bom B-26 Marauders, may bay b6 bom cd
trung Baltimore, phi cd chién dau, phi cd van tai Dakota. Hon 82.000 cudc tha du
quan liéu xudng Pién Bién dugc ché tao tir hai ti€u bang Maryland va South Carolina.
Theo thdéng ké chinh thic, tu 75 dén 80 phan tram vat liéu quan sy Phap & Bong
Duong do MY tai trg, dudc dong ddu cla chinh phd Phap. Sau Dé nhi Thé chién, dé
hd trg cho tinh ddng-minh-thuc-dan, chinh phu cla dang Lao Péng Anh Clement
Attlee da trung dung mot su’ doan th(r nhi An (da s6 1a dan Gurkhas) dudi su’ chi huy
cua Tudng Douglas Gracey dén Viét Nam trong chién dich dudc goi la tai lap “luat
phap va trat tu” lam hon 2.000 ngudGi Viét da bi gi€t vao thang 3/1946. Tudng
Gracey da huyénh hoang tuyén bd : “Téi khong dén day dé bat tay véi bon cdng san
Viét Minh ma dé€ nén cho ching nhir t&” [‘I didn’t com here to shake hands with
those Vietminh communists but to boot them out’ vii[7] ].

Trén day la vai nét cham pha vé tap sach nhd “Dien Bien Phu: A Personal
Memoir” toi tinh ¢G doc dudc trong mudn van cudn sach da viét vé Dién Bién Phu. Su
tinh cd &y trung hdp véi thdi diém birc hinh téi vira nhan dugec do mot ngudi ban di
VN dem V&, tang. Hinh Dai tudng V& Nguyén Giap ng0i theo thé tham thién chap tay
niém Phat & tu gia. Dang sau lung trén chiéc ké cao cé thd cac tugng Phat.

(T6i xin khét lai vao m¢ét djp khéac, sé viét thém vé y nghia cua bdc hinh néy.)

Quan niém cé dién vé “nghé thuét chién tranh” thudng vi von: Nhét tudng cong
thanh van c6t kho, thi trudng hgp clia Tudng V6 Nguyén Gidp la mot ngoai I€. Bai,
ong khéng chon quan su nhu mét nghé nghiép. Ong 1a mét vi “tudng” clia van hoa
dan tdc. TU y thic van héa dan tdc, 6ng cdm quan dé danh lai mot thé luc van héa
thuc dan phdi hgp gilra “IuGi kifm” va “cay thap tu™. Su hy sinh xudng mau cua ba
quan la sy hy sinh dang hién binh dang trong nhiém vu gilt nudc. Van hoéa khoéng
phai 1a su kién rd&i rac. V&n héa Ia mét téng thé ddi séng. Moi qudc gia c6 mdt tdng
thé d&i séng khéac biét, goi 1a ‘vdn héa dan tdc’. Nhiém vu bao vé van héa dan tdc
clla Tudng V6 Nguyén Giap da thanh tuu tron ven. Xudng thit 6ng giG day sé vinh
vién di vao tam linh cla dan tdc.



Ngay nay ‘nghé thuét chién tranh’ thdi dai da d6i thay. Cac vi tudng tiing xuét
than tUr West Point, Saint-Cyr, Sandhurst... nhG vao cac ky thuat dién toan tinh vi,
cac vii khi héa hoc, cac loai bom tan sat con ngudi lam tUr chat liéu phé thai cua
nguyén t, dan tungsten thay thé dan dong v.v.., ho sé tiét ki€ém xudng mau cua
quan si minh & muc t6i thi€u dé ddi 18y su tan sat ¢ muc tdi da quan déi va ngudi
dan vo tdi & cac nudc bi xam chiém. Danh tudng cla thé ky mdi c6 thé sé dugc dong
héa vGi ké sat nhan vé dich. Nnung danh tudng clia V& Nguyén Giap sé mai mai nam
trong trai tim cua dan toc VN va thé€ gidi. Si’c manh cua van hdéa dan toc Viét Nam
roi sé truyén giao cho thé hé hom nay va mai sau.
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