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“Khoéng gi lam ra tan légic cda chinh trj cho bdng déi mat théng
minh cta mét phu ni7. Nudc My da nhdn 1anh cd mt — I3n moi
— tir BA Nhu, ngudi vo cla Ngé Pinh Nhu — bao dé cua Téng
théng Diém.” ( Nothing dissolves the logic of politics like the
bright eyes of woman. The U.S. was about to get the eye -plus
lip -from Mme. Nhu, wife of President Diem's brother Ngo Dinh
Nhu.) -- Life, Oct. 11, 1963, trang 28.

I. Toi gdp Ba Ngd Pinh Nhu

Gilta cudc bau clr thdng Igi rdt dang nghi ngd clia ngudi anh chdng ddc than Téng thdng Ngo
Dinh Diém cua Viét Nam COng Hoa ndm 1955 va 6ng bi gi€t vao ngay 2 thang 11, 1963, Ba
Ngé Dinh Nhu ting la phat ngén nhan cua 6ng, thudng trd 15i cho cac nhan vién My va nha
b&o — & dau va khi nao vé nhitng diéu dang sai cla tdng thdng, cla dat nudc va cua ché& do
ho. Qua nhiing I6i théng tin ki€u d6, ba nhan lanh cai tén “Réng Phu nhan” (‘Dragon Lady") ,
hay néi don gian han I1a, “Phu nhan Diém”.

C6 thé rdng 8 mdt nai nao d6 trén trai dat nay con c6 modt nhan vat, nam hay nita, it dai dién
cho da s6 quan ching nhu ba, nhung xem chiing ba chdng quan tam. Ba sinh ra trong gia
dinh clia mét trong s nhitng ndéng dan rat giau cé cla ving Dong bang Cliu Long ndm 1924;
ho 1a nhirng Phat tr, nhung ho hap thu sau nang nén van héa Phap va ché do Thuc dan. Tiéu
bi€u cho su thu hudng nay, than phu ba, 6ng Tran Van Chuong m& mot van phong lut nho
trong mot tinh li nhé ving Bac Liéu, Nam ky ( C.G. Hess: Cochin-Chinese town) trong dau
thap nién 1920, va rb6i trd thanh b trudng ngoai giao dau tién cla Viét Nam dudi su chi€ém
dong clia Nhéat trong su6t Thé Chién I1. 20 nam sau dudi thdi Kennedy, thanh thé chinh tri cla
than phu va than mau ba manh 1én, éng lam Pai s cho ch& d6 Sai Gon & Washington, va me
ba lam Quan sat vién khéng chinh thifc (Outsider Observer) tai Lién Hiép Qudc & thanh phd
Ntu USc (New York).

Than phu va than mau ba Nhu da cé cudc sdng véi dia vi ndi bat & Viét Nam va trén thé gidi.
Than phu ba hoc luat & Paris vao lic sau Thé Chién I, rat it ngudi Viét Nam c6 dudgc, va diéu
cuc ky quan trong dé lai la mét ngudi géc Viét Nam theo Phat-Khéng. Diéu nay cho phép 6ng



chiém ngu tinh cdm —qua nhitng mai gidi hén nhan, véi ba Chuong, mét m§ nhan kin cng cao
tudng thudc gia dinh quy téc & Hué.

Vao lac ngudi con gai Tran L& Xuan (“Mua Xuan dep” —“Beautiful Spring” * xem phan phu chi
b6 tuc cua ngudi dich) ra ddi trong ndm 1924, con th(f hai trong ba anh em, ho dinh cu & Ha
Noi. Sudt thap nién 1930, du ludn ddn ba cé 13m ngudi yéu deo dudi, trong d6 cé anh chang
banh trai Ngé Dinh Nhu, vira t&r Phap trég vé va lam viéc cho Thu Vién Qudc Gia ¢ Ha NOi. Nam
1943, Nhu cudi Tran Lé Xuan, ba trd thanh “Ba Nhu” va chuyén cu tir Ha Noi vé mot biét thu &
Pa Lat, mdt thanh phd clia dbi nui & phia bac Sai Gon. O ddy, ho da cho ra dSi bdn ngudi con.
Do hén phdi, Ba L& Xuan da d6i dao tir Phat gido Pai thira sang Caté La Ma. Thuc la mdt Giam
muc Caté La ma & Hué, con Diém la mdt ngudi quéc gia ndi bat. Su' cai dao cla Ba Nhu chang
phai la sy chuyén bién gi ghé gém 13m nhu bao nhiéu cé gai Viét khéac, bdi I& ba da ddm chim
su6t thdi lam hoc trd tré cla minh trong su vang I8i, quy phuc cac nif tu. 2

V@i vai trd ¢ van chinh tri cho anh chdng —T8ng th8ng Ngé Dinh Diém, Ba Nhu da c8 th( phdi
hgp tinh than Dan toc Nho giao cla chinh ba nhu la mét hién than thdi dai véi cac nhan vat
lich sir Hai Ba Trung cua Viét Nam da tirng danh bai quan Tau thdi nha Han vao ndm 40 Tay
lich. Nam 1962, tugng ba mo phdng theo ky Uc lich st nay dudc dung Ién & Sai Gon. Tuy thé,
chéng c6 mét ngudi Viét Nam nao lai chdp nhdn Ba Nhu la hién than tai sinh clia Ba Trung, Ba
Triéu. Du sao, ba cling la mot ké tién phong Itrng danh trong gigi phu nit Viét tur viéc dep cai
c6 cao cua chiéc 4o dai truyén thdng tdi viéc thanh Iap t8 chirc ban quan su phu nif cé tén la
“Phong trao Phu nif Lién DGi” (The Women’s Solidarity Movement). Diéu nay da xo6 d6 nén
van héa Khéng Manh doi hdi ngudi phu nit phai té gia ndi trg va chac chan la khéng thé phuc
vu bang nang Iuc quan sy. Ba Nhu da tim cach giai thich hai sang ki€n nay theo IGi clia ba. Ba
trung bay “Phong trao Lién dgi” nhu l1a ddu hiéu séng dong cho tinh than yéu nudc clia ngudi
phu nif Viét Nam chdng lai ké thu COng san va, su thay d8i trong chiéc 4o dai vi chiéc 4o 8y
bat chudc tir g6c gac chiéc 4o xudng-xam (cheong-sam) cla Tau trong sudt thé ky 19, ch(r
khéng that su la cua ngudi Viét nam.

1. Vai dau an khac biét ctia Ba Nhu

That qua dé cho cac nha quan sat thudng mo ta Ba Nhu mdt cach day tiéu cuc. Ngudi theo
Nho gi&o thi khong thich cai I8i ua cong kich ctia ba va ngusSi My thi phdn nd vé& nhitng né Iuc
cla ba mudn dung luat phap ddi xr véi cac hanh vi ctia ho trén dat nudc ba, dac biét trong
thGi ky 1962-1963. Ngudi Cong sén hay nhitng ngugi Viét chdng-Diém thi coi chong ba va ba
nhu tha dit, tuy véi mot mirc d6 nguGng md nao doé vé su “cliring cua” cia ho. MGt trong
nhitng ngudi nay la cuu Pho-Nguyén-soai Khéng quan Nguyén Cao Ky, ké dang lanh dao Viét
Nam Céng Hoa. Nhd lai trong budi hop dau tién, moi nci dén vé mdt thang may & Sai Gon, Ky
bi thu hit manh cai I16i ba Nhu dGi dap véGi dan 6ng My trudc céng cong, khdng hé khim ndm,
lai con binh dang hay cao hon nifa.

Cuu B6 trudng Qudbc phong My Robert S. McNamara cling ghi nhan vai an tugng md hoé vé
nhan cach cua ba. Ong coi ba nhu mét phu nii “théng minh, sinh dong, va dep” nhung déng
thdi cling “quy quai, muu k&, va dang la ba pha thay”. B6 trudng McNamara mét doi lan da
néi vdi Téng théng Diém réng “mdt phan khéng nho” nhitng réi bdi clia tdng thdng xudt phat
t& nhitng y ki€n sai qudy nhu néi “nudng thit su”, chang han.



Ba Nhu khong chi 1a mét phu ni chinh tri A chau bi quy vao trach nhiém gay nén cac van nan
clia chdng. Chang han, nha bao qudc t&€ dugc hudn luyén tir Harvard nhu Stanley Karnow da
so sanh Ba Nhu véi Ba Tudng Gidi Thach va ngugi vg sau cung cla Mao la Giang Thanh
(Chiang Ching); theo dé, 6ng luan giai chinh ho la nhitng ké tao ra tin hiéu sy suy tan ché do
clia chdng ho.

Nhitng gi ma cac phéng vién buc bdi vé ba phu nif IAnh dao A chau trong thé ky 20 nay, chinh
I& nhi*ng toan tinh cla ho vé& su ki€m duyét bao chi va nhiéu ngudi khac. Ba Tudng Gidi Thach
da gian ti€p thanh loc thanh phan nhan vién trong B6 Ngoai giao My théng thao ti€ng Quan
thoai da phé binh ché d6 Qudc Dan dang & Trung Hoa gilfa cac ndm 1942 va 1945. Giang
Thanh, tudng tu, da kiém ché nhitng I3i phé binh ba va Mao Trach Béng chdng ba, trong thdi
ky Cach Mang Van Héa tir 1966-1976, va Ba Nhu trong mét cudc phéng van véi mot thong tin
vién phudng Tay dudc phat hanh trén bao vao ngay 1/12/1961 —da tuyén bd nhiing loai ngudi
nhu y can thi€t k€ mét “hang ngudi tam thudng”, khi 6ng ta dd mo ta nhing chinh sach va
hoat dong cua ché do Diém & Viét Nam ma ba la phat ngdén nhan chinh thirc.

111. Ba Nhu --m@t nha 1ap phap va hoat dong xa hoi (1956-1963)

Qudc HG6i Lap Hién ciia Nam Viét Nam khanh thanh & Sai Gon vao nam 1956 véi Ba Nhu la mét
trong nhifng thanh vién lanh dao dau tién. Ba la em dau cla Téng théng Ngé Dinh Diém.

Cong hudng vao sic manh chinh tri clia ba la su kién ma ba chinh dang ¢ Nam Viét Nam da
ing hd Téng th8ng Diém vao ndm d6. Ba ti€p tuc kha ndng lanh dao clia minh nhd vao su tai
dac clr hai [An vao ndm 1959 va 1963, gdbm toan nhiing c(r tri tudi tir 18 trd 1én. Vao ngay 7
thang 8, 1963, ba con xac nhan chinh quyén cta Ngbé Dinh Diém da quen thudc véi da s6
thédm lang khap nudc. Ly thuyét chinh tri cla Ba Nhu chia ra b6n phan theo nha phan tich
chinh tri Phap —Jean Lacouture trong nam 1966. D6 la N quyén, dao Caté La M3, tinh doan
trang va tinh than ch6ng-Cong. Jean Lacouture thdy sy I1&nh dao hang say cla ba ré nét nhat
trong “Phong trao Phu nif Lién déi” qua nhiing cudc dién hanh ban quan su trén dudng phd Sai
Gon tr cuGi 1950 dén dau nam 1960, véi ngudi con gai dau cua ba la Ngoé Binh Lé Thly trong
vai trd 1anh dao hoc sinh ndi bat. Tinh than Catd La méa trong ba dudc nhin thdy qua cudc cai
dao vi hén nhan nam 1943, va cling nhu IGi tuyén bd cla ba trén t8 Newsweek ngay
18/12/1961, -ba va chong la 6ng Ngé Binh Nhu mudn bi€n Nam Viét Nam thanh mét “Nha
nudc Ki-td Hgp tac” (a Christian Cooperative State). Sy doan chinh cla ba dugc tim thdy trong
bé luat gia dinh théng qua trong hai nam 1959 va 1962. N6 bao gébm cac diéu khoan vé chdng
ngoai tinh, da thé, di diém, nglra thai, pha thai, va nhdy dam ki€u Tay phuong.

Ba tich cuc ung ho cho diéu luat chdng-ly di trong ndm 1962 da anh hudng dén trong gia dinh
cla ba, bdi vao Iic 8y hon nhan clia em gai ba da két thac bdi vu ngoai tinh clia ba dy véi mot
Phap kiéu. Luat cdm ly di chdm dut quyén clia ngudi chdng chiém gilt dra con hay nhirng dia
con ngoai hon va bao ddm quyén phan chia tai sdn cho ngudi vg. Bong thdi n6 cling cham dit
luén thong I€ chi ngudi chdng mdi cé quyén ding dan khi€u t6 ly di.

Ba Nhu gan nhu da lam dién dau ngudi My & Sai Gon vao cac ndam 1962-1963 vdi luat chéng
nhay dadm [k€ ca khu vuc nhay dam riéng biét]. Ngudi ta con c6 thé thdy vao dau thang 4,
1960 ba da cd -du thadt bai, cdm hdn nhau & nhitng noi vang vé, trong cac rap hat. Cudc phiéu
luu chinh trj cia ba ngung han vao thang dé, khi bao chi cho ddng hinh mét phu nif tré bi



canh sat cong tay ngay rap hat ngoai phd. Sau d6 ngugGi ta méi kham pha ra chinh ngugi phu
n{r &y da hén chdng cua minh!

Du diéu Ié cdm hon nhau ngoai céng cong bi thodi trao nhung khong lam ba Nhu chiu dirng
lai; vao hai ndm sau d6 -1962, lai cdm can nhiing cudc ddu vd bbc-xd, thi sdc dep, da ca da
ga mang tinh cG bac va dac biét cdm su gia tang I€ théi x& hdi cia nhitng thanh phén cé “tinh
than lam dang” thdi thugng, c6 tén goi la nhdy dam lién hoan ki€u Tay phuong, mét dinh ché
rat phi-Nho gido. Vao thang 6 ndm 1962, bat c( hinh thirc giai tri nao theo ki€u dé d&u bi cdm
doan toan c6i mién Nam Viét Nam. Td New York Times ngay 15/6/1962 da trich lai IGi phat
bi€u clia ba Nhu, “Ngudi My cac éng khéng phai dén day d&€ nhay ddm ma dé giup chang toi
vé quan su. Néu cac 6ng mudn nhdy, cac 6ng hay di chd khac.” Ba da liét ké thém vao Didu 4
luat mdi clia Viét Nam: B&o ton Dao dldc nam 1962 [‘Protection of Morality’]. Cung ldc, ba
tuyén bd rang, ngudi A déng khéng thich hgp vdi tro lang cha xac thit gilra dan 6ng va phu nit
nhu mdy 6ng ban phudng Tay. Bernard B. Fall, gido su chinh tri hoc Pai hoc Howard va la mét
chuyén vién vé Viét Nam, trong tac phdm The Two Vietnams -1963, da tdn cong quan diém
nay va cho dé 1a mdt quyét doan thiéu cd sd. Trong cudn sach do6, 6ng da dan chiing nhiéu
thién van chudng c6 dién cla Viét Nam va Trung Hoa cho thdy su lang cha vé x&c thit cla
ngudi A chau con nhiéu hon nita, trong khi nhay dam lién hoan Tay phudng khong lién hé gi
tGi diéu do ca.

Vao ngay 28 thang Nam, 1962, b6 trudng Sai Gon dugc 1énh phai thi hanh luat dao duc véi
ki€u ‘nhdy dam c3p bon’ ['square dancing’] ° do Toa Pai s& My hd trg trong thanh phd. Téng
théng Kennedy nhanh chéng chdp thuan doi héi cia ba vao ngay 2 thang Sau 1962, Toa Dai
s’ & Sai Gon chinh thic hiy bd tuc ‘nhdy dam cdp bon’ cia ngudGi My trén dat Viét Nam Cong
Hoa (Nam Viét Nam). Ba tuan I& sau d6, nhay d&m chinh thirc bi cAm doan b&ng luat phap, tu
gia cling nhu & phong tra, k& luén ca ngudi My. Trong luc d6, ngay 28/8/1962, tai mdt hdp
dém trén dudng Ty Do, ngoai dudng mdt dam dong da bi€u tinh chdng lai sy cdm can nhay
dam trong 20 phat; nhung dan 6ng My & Viét Nam thi khong phan d6i sy thi€u vang nhay dam
bdi vi mét phan hay da s6 ho déu da cé qua nhiéu lién hé xac thit véi mot s6 phu nit Viét.

Ngay 2 thang 11, 1963, sau cubc khing hoang Phéat gido trong vong 6 thang, chong va anh
chdng cua Ba Nhu da bi &m sat 6 Chg Lén, * mdt khu vuc clia ngudi Tau & Sai Gon, sau khi
chadm dut budi 1& tai Nha thd Cong gido Tau. V4i cai chét cla ho, nhay dam da tai hién 8 Nam
Viét Nam, ma@ rOng tUr diéu Twist cho dén Tango.

1V. BO may Chinh tri cta Diém da bi ha bé béi cudc Khiing hoang Phat gido tif thang
5 dén thang 11 nam 1963.

Vao ngay 8/6, 1963, Ba Nhu da doc bai dién van cho Phong trao Lién ddi Phu n{r & Sai Gon,
néi rang hau qua cla phong trao Phat gido chéng-chinh phd, am i trén han mét thang, da bi
Cong séan tham nhap. Bong thdi, trong cting ban tin dugc tung ra, luén diéu clia Ba Nhu la
nhitng ngudi Phat tlr nay da bi My thao tang vi quyén Igi. Thdi gian ngan sau d6 vao ngay
11/6/1963, mdt tu si Phat gido 66 tudi, tén Quang PUc da tu thiéu than bang xdng va IUa tai
mot nga tu giao thong tap nap cua Sai Gon. Thang 8, 1963, c6 thém bon nha su nita da hy
sinh tudng ty. Trong sudt thdi gian dé thi Ba Nhu xudt hién trudc bao chi qudc t€ véi nhirng I0i
tuyén bl tudng tu, nhu da xudt hién trén td Newsweek ngay 19/8/1963: “Nhifng gi ho lam la



nuéng thit nha su... Hay dé ho thiéu... Va ching tdi cf viéc tién téi va vo tay... T6i con thach
may 6ng su thém mudi [an nita...” B0 trudng Qudc phong MY, Robert S. McNamara nhiéu
nhan vat can du vao chién tranh & Viét Nam da coi nhitng IGi tuyén bd nhu vay la khdng tét
cho @6ng minh Nam Viét Nam cua ho, nhung ho khéng 1am sao c6 thé kiém soat dudc Ba Nhu.

V. Nhifng tuan I& két thuic su nghiép ctia Ba Nhu trong chép nhoang.
(Thu 1963)

Su nghiép cua Ba Nhu da két thac trong chdp nhoang. Trong thang Mugi 1963, ba cling ngugi
con géi xinh dep 18 tudi -Lé& Thuy di Hoa Ky va La ma va & d6 ba tinh toan s& vach tran muu
dd cua Téng théng Kennedy va CIA cho cong ching MY biét. Tinh than cua ba biéu 16 that rd
rang trong chuaong trinh phong van “Gap gd Bao chi” (‘Meet the Press’) cla dai truyén hinh
NBC vao ngay 13/10/1963 :

“T6i khong hiéu tai sao ngudi My quy vi khéng thich chang t6i. C6 phai chdng vi thé gidi dang
G dudi blila mé cla chu nghia tu do? Céng chidng cla quy vi, ngay tai My day, khéng chdng
cong nhu chiing t6i & Viét Nam. Ngug@i My néi chong tbi va toi phai rgi khoi dat nudc cua chiang
t6i vinh vién. Tai sao chiing toi ¢ thé lam diéu nay dudc? Ching toi phai di dau? Néi réng
Phat giao chi€ém 70 phan tram dan sé dat nudc cla tbi la sai [dm. Cha t6i la Pai s ciia chinh
phl chiang téi tai My cho dén hai thang trudc day, la ngudi da tirng chdng lai tdi ngay tu thdi
thg au.”

Ba va con gai Lé Thly, da trd ngu tai khach san sang trong Wilshire Hotel & Beverly Hill,
California khi cuoc ddo chanh da gi€t chét chong ba la Ngé dinh Nhu va anh chong Ngbé dinh
Diém vao ngay 1 thang 11, 1963. Bang phan (ng tc thdi véi bao chi, ba néi rang: “Tai tin
nhirng con quy & dia nguc dang chdng lai chdng t6i, nhung sau cling chidng tbi sé chién
thdng.” TUc thi, sau d6 ba lai cay ddng va cong khai budc tdi Téng théng Kennedy vé vu am
sat hai 6ng Diém Nhu.

Ngay 15 thang 11, 1963, ba va L& Thuy cung rdi khdi Los Angeles d€ di La ma bang “ci” chia
tay danh cho JFK va nudc My : “Téi khéng thé cu’ ngu & MY, vi li do don gidn chinh pha clia ho
da dam tdi sau lung.” Ba con nan & lai Los Angeles nhiéu tun 1& sau vu tham sat, mong ddi
chinh quyén Sai Gon s& mdi ba vé dé cliu dat nude, nhung diéu d6 chdng bao gid dén. Ndm
1964, ba con toan tinh 18y visa, bang dudng day an ninh, tir B6 Ngoai giao My dé€ trd lai Nam
Viét Nam, nhung ngudi ta da tir chdi. Mot thdi di€ém nao d6 trong thap nién 60s, L& Thly con
gai ba bi chét trong tai nan 6-td6 vung ngoai 6 Paris. Vao ngay 16 thang 10, 1971, t3 New York
Times loan tin ba dang & La ma va bi danh cudp s6 nif trang tri gia trén 32 ngan doé-la.

Ngay 9 thang 5, 1975, Ba Nhu da td giac chinh quyén Kennedy can thi€p vao Nam Viét Nam la
“nham tao thanh thé& va sy ung hd cho Dang Dan chu”. Dai truyén hinh NBC cho biét Ba Nhu
da dugc trd 1.200 db-la cho cudc phdéng van nay, va con cho bi€t thém Ba Nhu néi : “Mdc du
Viét Nam d4 bi sup d6 nhiéu [an, nhung khong c6 nghia 1a muén ndm va chinh Ian nay day sé&
Ia 1dn ngdn nhat.”.



Ngay 2 thang 11, 1986, Ba Nhu td cao My dang chdi tro dé tién vdi gia dinh ba trong viéc bat
gill em trai ba vé tbi gi€t cha me gia tai nha § Hoa thinh BAn. Tran vdn Khiém da bi bat gilt vi
bi budc t0i da giét cha me gia la Tran van Chudng va Nam-Tran Chuaong.

May ndm dau thap nién 1990, ngudi ta cho bi€t ba dang s0ng tai ving French Riviera nudc
Phap, va tinh tién nhitng cuéc phdng van cla bao chi. Nhung vi nhitng doi hoi dé nén ciing it
khi dudc phéng van. Theo &n ban ké danh sach tiéu sir nhan vat cho ndm 2001, la bdng ching
cho thdy ba van con s6ng téi hém nay.

Nhhv. Wednesday, November 09, 2005

! Xin b tdc lai phan phu cha & ¢hd ndy cho “viray” caangudi dich: “Lé” con cd nghiala giot nuéc miét, 1a
khéc nhu “luu 18 trong truyén *Hoa Tién': Phat pho to liéu bubng rém; Niza san luwu 1¢, bong thiém xé
ngang.

2 Piém ndy Caferina Hess néi rat ddng. Chinh sich gido duc ciia Gido hoi Catd Lamangoai viéc truyén dat
kién thirc van hdacon cé cha dich chiém ngy linh hon caatudi tré, nhat 1a 6 giai doan tiéu hoc va trung
hoc. Ho khéng cin diratré khac dao phai “rratoi”, nhung qua sy nhdi so tinh than ton gido trong nha
truong, khi 16n 1én dratré 6 thé bi anh huong tinh than ton gido nang né; mot sb truong hop khi truong
thanh ho con phuc vu cho gido hoi cudng tin hon |a nhitng ké cé dao.

* “Square dancing’: Laléi nhay véi bon cip nam nit, ding thanh bon géc vuong déi dién nhau, nén goi 1a
“square”. Lol nhay nay c6 nguon goc tir thoi ¢o dai ¢ Bac Au, dan cac bo lac bat chudce theo nhirng dong
téc cua tht vat. V& sau truyén cho nguoi Phép, Anh, Tay Ban Nha... Thoi ¢ Hy Lap, Aristotle ¢a phé binh
16i nhay ndy va khuyén dan chiing khéng nén theo. Thoi LaM& cb dai, nhadoc tai Cicero timg phé phan:
Khéng ai di nhay 15i ndy, ngoai trir ké d6 say rugu hay thin kinh mét thang bang. Vo thap nién 50, nguoi
My d& phét trién 16i nhay ndy theo nhitng hinh thirc cai bién, va tré thanh mot phong trao thinh hanh. ..

* Mic du trong thu muc cho thiy Caferina Hess doc rat nhiéu sach, téi lidu, nhung nhirng dong viét vé céi
chét ciahai anh em dng Diém Nhu xay ra & Cho Lon | thiéu sot va khang chinh x&c.
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"Nothing dissolves the logic of politics like the bright eye of a woman. The U.S. was
about to get the eye—plus lip—from Mme. Nhu, wife of President Diem’s brother Ngo
Dinh Nhu."

- Quoted from Life, October 11, 1963, page 28.
I. MEET MADAME NGO DINH NHU

Between the very questionable landslide election of her bachelor brother-in-law
President Ngo Dinh Diem in the Republic of Vietnam in 1955 and his assassination on
November 2, 1963, Madame Ngo Dinh Nhu was his spokeswoman, frequently telling
American officials and journalists where and when he was right and they and their
nation and themselves were wrong. Somewhere along these routes of
communication, she acquired names like "The Dragon Lady" or, more simply, that
"Diem Lady".



Perhaps nowhere on earth in the mid-twentieth century did a person, male or
female, less represent the majority of her people than did she but she never seemed
aware of this. She was born into a family of very wealthy Mekong Delta rice farmers
in 1924 who, as Buddhists, had strongly accepted both French culture and French
colonialism for themselves and their countrymen. Her father, Tran Van Chuong,
exemplified this personal and family commitment by going from a small law practice
in the small Cochin-Chinese (South Vietnamese) town of Bac Lieu in the 1920s to
becoming Vietnam’s first foreign secretary under the Japanese occupation during
World War I1. Twenty years later in the Kennedy era, her father and mother were
still going strong politically, he as Saigon’s Ambassador to Washington, and she as
an Outsider Observer at the United Nations in New York City.

Madame Nhu’s father and mother spent their whole lives in both the spotlights of
Vietnam and the world. He had studied law in Paris just after World War | when few
Vietnamese men did and, very importantly, did it as a native Viethamese Confucian-
Buddhist. This allowed him to court, through marriage brokers, Mrs. Chuong, a
fabulous Hué beauty related to the Imperial Family there.

By the time their daughter Tran Le Xuan (Beautiful Spring) was born in 1924, the
second of their three children, they had settled in Hanoi. During the 1930s, she
reputedly had a series of lovers including the handsome Ngo Dinh Nhu, just back
from France and employed by Hanoi’s National Library. In 1943, Nhu would marry
Tran Le Xuan, making her "Madame Nhu" and moving her from Hanoi to a villa in
Dalat, a mountainous "hill station” city north of Saigon. There, they would start their
family of four children. At marriage, Le Xuan had transferred her religious affiliation
from Mahayana Buddhism to Roman Catholicism, her husband’s religion. Two of his
brothers, Thuc and Diem, were among Vietnam’s most prominent Roman Catholics.
Thuc was the Roman Catholic Bishop of Hué and Diem, a prominent nationalist. This
religious conversion for Madame Nhu was not as great as it would have been for
many other Vietnamese girls since she had spent most of her youth in Hanoi as a
dutiful student of nuns.

As a major political adviser for her brother-in-law, President Ngo Dinh Diem,
Madame Nhu would attempt to combine Confucian Nationalism with herself as a
modern reincarnation of Vietham’s fabled Trung sisters who temporarily defeated the
Han Dynasty Chinese troops in

40 A.D. She had a statue erected in Saigon to their memory in 1962. There is no
evidence, however, that any Vietnamese accepted her, Madame Nhu, as their
reincarnation. Nevertheless, she was a notable trailblazer for Viethamese women in
fields ranging from the removal of the uncomfortable collar from their traditional ao
dai dress to forming a female paramilitary organization called "The Women’s
Solidarity Movement". This was a direct break in Viethamese Confucianistic culture
which requires women to stay at home and definitely not serve in military capacity.
Madame Nhu tried to explain both these innovations in her own unique ways. She
presented the "Solidarity Movement" as a vital sign of the patriotism of Viethamese
women against their Communistic foes and regarding her change in the ao dai, she
claimed that as a garment it was actually not authentically Viethamese, but had been
derived from the Chinese cheong-sam during the nineteenth century.

I1. SOME DIFFERENT IMPRESSIONS OF MADAME NHU



It was easy for many observers to depict Madame Nhu in a very negative way.
Confucian ones didn’t like her aggressiveness and American ones resented her
efforts to legislate their normal behavior in her country especially during the 1962-
1963 era. Communists or just anti-Diem Vietnamese saw her husband and herself as
being wicked but with a certain amount of admirable "toughness"”. One of these was
former Air Vice-Marshal Nguyen Cao Ky who led the Republic of Vietham (South
Vietnam). Recalling their first meeting, of all places in a Saigon elevator, Ky recalls
being positively attracted by the way she spoke with American men in public, not
subserviently but as an equal or better.

Former United States Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara also showed
impressional ambiguity regarding Madame Nhu as a person. He saw her as "bright,
forceful, and beautiful” but also as "diabolical, scheming, and a true sorceress."
Secretary McNamara also told President Diem on more than one occasion that "no
small part” of that president’s problems originated in Madame Nhu'’s ill-advised
remarks like "monk barbecues".

Madame Nhu is not the only Asian political woman who has been subjected to this
charge of responsibility for her husband’s problems. For example, Harvard-trained
international journalist, Stanley Karnow, compares Madame Nhu to Madame Chiang
Kai-shek and Mao’s last wife, Chiang Ching, in that, he opined, they all signalled the
growing decay of their husband’s regimes.

What journalists really resented about these three twentieth-century Asian female
leaders were their undisguised attempts to censor the press and many other people.
Madame Chiang Kai-shek tried to indirectly purge Mandarin-language fluent United
States Department of State personnel critical of her Kuomintang (Nationalist) Party
regime in China between 1942 and 1945. Chiang Ching, likewise, curbed all criticism
of herself and her husband, Mao Zedong, during Cultural Revolution times, 1966-
1976, and Madame Nhu in an interview with a Western reporter published on
December 1, 1961, stated that people like him should establish a "common line" in
describing activities and policies of the Diem regime of Vietnam of which she was the
major spokesperson.

I11. MADAME NHU AS A LEGISLATOR OF MORALITY AND SOCIAL ACTIVTIES
(1956-1963)

South Vietnam'’s Constitutional Assembly opened in downtown Saigon in 1956 with
Madame Nhu as one of its new and leading members. She was the younger sister-in-
law of President Ngo Dinh Diem. Adding to her political power was the fact that all
three of South Vietnam’s major parties supported President Diem that year. She
would go on in that capacity of leadership thanks to her reelections in both 1959 and
1963, chosen by all Vietnamese citizens 18-years-of-age and older. On August 7,
1963, she was still claiming that the government of Ngo Dinh Diem was popular with
his country’s silent majority. Madame Nhu’s personal political doctrine was divided
into four parts in 1966 by French political analyst, Jean Lacouture. They included her
feminism, Roman Catholicism, prudery, and anti-communism. He saw her feminism
as most visible in her passionate leadership of the " Solidarity Movement of
Vietnamese Women" with their paramilitary parades through the streets of Saigon in
the late 1950s and early 1960s with her eldest child, daughter Ngo Dinh Le Thuy as



a notable student leader. Her Roman Catholicism was seen in her marriage
conversion to it in 1943, and also in a statement of hers in the December 18, 1961
issue of Newsweek in which she mentioned that she and her husband, Ngo Dinh Nhu,
wanted to transform South Vietnam into a "Christian Cooperative State". Her prudery
was seen in two family law bills that were passed in 1959 and 1962. They included
provisions against adultery, polygamy, prostitution, contraceptives, abortions, and
Western social dancing.

Her advocacy of an anti-divorce provision in the 1962 law affected her own family,
personally, because at that time her own sister’s marriage was ending on grounds of
adultery between herself and a Frenchman. This anti-divorce law ended the
Vietnamese husband’s right to legitimize the children or children of his extramarital
affairs and granted more property rights to separated wives. It also took away the
traditional rights of Viethamese husbands to start their own divorce proceedings.

Madame Nhu really ran afoul of Americans in Saigon in 1962-1963 with anti-dancing
(even square dancing) law. One might have seen it coming as early as April of 1960
when she had tried, but failed, to stop kissing in Saigon’s murky, smoky, movie
theaters. This political adventure of hers ended that month with a well publicized
newspaper photo of a young Vietnamese woman being led away from a downtown
theater in handcuffs by the police. It turned out that she had been inside it kissing
her own husband!

This setback did not stop her two years later in 1962 from attacking boxing matches,
beauty contests, cock and fish fighting for gaming purposes and especially a growing
social custom among some of South Vietnam’s trailblazing "smart set,” namely
Western social dancing, a very un-Confucian institution. By June of 1962, various
forms of that recreation had been officially and legally banned throughout South
Vietnam. As Madame Nhu was quoted in the New York Times of June 15,1962, "You
Americans did not come here to dance but to help us militarily. If you wanted to
dance, you should have gone somewhere else.” She listed this prohibition in Article 4
of Vietnam’s new law for the Protection of Morality of 1962. She claimed at that time
that Asians were not as accustomed to sexual promiscuity between men and women
as were Western folks. Noted Vietnam expert and Howard University political science
professor, Bernard B. Fall, attacked this unfounded assertion in his groundbreaking
volume of 1963 titled The Two Vietnams. In it he cited Chinese and Vietnamese
literary classics that clearly discoursed on rather widespread Asian sexual
promiscuity practices that Western social dancing had nothing to do with.

On May 28, 1962, the Mayor of Saigon was asked to rule on the morality of square
dancing sponsored by his city’s United States Embassy. President John F. Kennedy
quickly agreed to grant her request and on June 2, 1962, our embassy in Saigon
formally abolished the legality of square dancing for Americans in the Republic of
Vietnam (South Vietnam). Three weeks later, Western dancing was forbidden by law
even in South Vietnam’s homes and clubs, including American ones. Outside of a 20-
minute protest against this ban on August 28, 1962, at a Tu Do Street cabaret,
American men in Vietnam did not protest their lack of dancing partly because some
or many of them were having so much sex with some Vietnamese women.

On November 2, 1963, after a Buddhistic crisis of about 6 months, Madame Nhu’s
husband and brother-in-law were assassinated in Cholon, the Chinese district of
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Saigon, after finishing mass at a Chinese Catholic Church. With their deaths, dancing
returned to South Vietham and they included a wide range of them from the Twist to
the Tango.

IV. THE DIEM POLITICAL MACHINE IS BROUGHT DOWN BY A MAY-NOVEMBER
BUDDHIST CRISIS IN 1963

On June 8, 1963, Madame Nhu’s Women’s Solidarity Movement issued a statement
in Saigon to the effect that an anti-government Buddhist movement, simmering for
over a month, had been infiltrated by Communistic Viethamese. Concurrently, in the
same news release, Madame Nhu alleged that these Buddhists were also being
manipulated by American interests. Shortly thereafter on June 11, 1963, a 66-year-
old Buddhist monk named Quan Duc committed suicide by gasoline and fire at one of
Saigon’s busiest intersection. In August, 1963 four more monks followed his
example. During this time, Madame Nhu came out in the world press with
statements like the following that appeared in the August 19, 1963 issue of
Newsweek: "All they have done is barbecue a bonze...Let them burn...And we will go
ahead and clap our hands...I would beat the bonzes ten more times..." U.S. Secretary
of Defense, Robert S. McNamara and many other Americans involved in the Viethnam
War saw such statements doing their South Vietnam allies no good, but they could
not control Madame Nhu.

V. CONCLUDING WEEKS OF MADAME NHU’S METEORIC CAREER ENDS
(FALL OF 1963)

The end came quickly for the meteoric career of Madame Ngo Dinh Nhu. In October
of 1963 she chose to take her beautiful 18-year-old daughter, Le Thuy, for a trip to
the United States and Rome where she intended to expose a scheming President
Kennedy and the CIA to the American public. Her state of mind is clearly shown in
these excerpts from her October 13, 1963 interview on NBCTV’s "Meet the Press":

I don’t know why you Americans dislike us. Is it because the world is under a
spell called liberalism? Your own public, here in America, is not as anti-
Communistic as ours is in Vietham. Americans talk about my husband and |
leaving our native land permanently. Why should we do this? Where would we
go? To say that 70 percent of my country’s population is Buddhistic is absolutely
false. My father, who was our Ambassador to the United States until two months
ago, has been against me since my childhood.

She and daughter, Le Thuy, were staying at the posh Wilshire Hotel in Beverly Hills,
California when the coup that killed her husband Ngo Dinh Nhu and brother-in-law
Ngo Dinh Diem broke out on November 1, 1963. Her immediate reaction to initial
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news of it was to say, "l believe all the devils in hell are against us but we will
triumph eventually.” Almost immediately, thereafter, she would bitterly and publicly
charge President Kennedy with both the Diem and Nhu assassinations.

On November 15, 1963, she and Le Thuy flew out of Los Angeles for Rome with this
parting shot at JFK and America: "l simply cannot stay in a United States whose
government has stabbed me in the back.” She had waited in Los Angeles for several
weeks after the assassinations hoping for a call from Saigon to return and save her
country, but it never came. In 1964 she attempted to get a visa, on security
grounds, from the United States Department of State to return to South Vietnam,
but it was denied her. Sometime in the late 1960s, her daughter Le Thuy was killed
in an auto crash outside of Paris. On October 16, 1971, the New York Times reported
her as being in Rome and robbed of more than $32,000 worth of jewelry.

On May 9, 1975, Madame Nhu blamed the Kennedy Administration for intervening in
South Vietnam "as prestige and partisan advantage for the Democratic Party."” NBC-
TV said that Madame Nhu was paid $1,200 for this particular interview in which she
also stated that "although Vietnam has fallen many times, that does not mean it is
forever and that this time will be the shortest time."

On November 2, 1986, Madame Nhu charged the United States for hounding her
family with the arrest of her younger brother in the strangling deaths of her parents
in their Washington home. Khiem Tran Van was held on charges of killing his elderly
mother and father, Tran Van Chuong and Nam Tran Chuong.

By the early 1990s, she was reportedly living on the French Riviera and charging the
press for interviews. Accounts have it that such requests were few. Having been
listed in biographical publications for the year 2001, it is evident that she is still alive
today.
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