Nguyén V3n Hoéa
bPoc : ‘Poems by Selected Viethnamese Anthology’ by Thanh Thanh. (*)

(S€ viét bé tac thém moét sé bai tho khéac, trong vai ngay téi. Nvh)

THANH-THANH

POEMS

SELECTED VIETNAMESE

ANTHOLOG Y

XAY-DUNG

Thanh Thanh la bat hiéu cua 6ng Lé Xuan Nhuan, va mdi day thoéi toi biét thém bt
hiéu khac clia 6ng -DUc CO L&, qua loat bai vé “Dldc Me La Vang” da dudc gidi thiéu
trén trang nha Giao diém.

‘Poems by Selected Vietnamese Anthology’, tam goi la ‘Tuyén tap nhiing bai thg Viét
chon loc’ cua chinh tac gia va 54 nha the khac dudc chuyén sang Anh ngi. Sach day
chuing 150 trang, do Xay Dung xuat ban, 2002.

Theo ti€u slr, nha thd Thanh Thanh nguyén la ngudi tiing ndm gill chdc vu cao trong
nganh Canh sat cua ché do cli mién Nam, di hoc tap cai tao mot thdi gian, dudc tra
vé& nha, vugt bién va dén dinh cu 6 My. T ngay dau budc vao nghé lic con & tudi
thanh xuan, 6ng da cé mot von liéng virng vang vé Anh ngil, nén bay gid viéc
chuyén thd tUr tiéng Viét sang tiéng Anh, d&i véi 6ng chic khong khé khan gi. Hon
thé€, t6i con nhan ra doc nhirng bai thd chuyén ngi cia 6ng, t6i lai thay thich tha,
thu cam y thd, tir thd mdt cach dé dang, ma gia nhu bai thad 8y doc Ién bang tiéng
Viét chua chdc toéi da thich. Thé ma, doc 1én nhiing bai thd bang ti€éng Anh, téi thdy
hay ! Néu nhu nhitng ngudi ban x& doc viét Anh ngit cling c6 cam nhén tudng tu khi
doc tap thé nay, thi day la cai cong rat dang ca nggi cua 6ng Thanh Thanh.

Toi duge gdp g8 6ng Thanh Thanh mét déi 1an. Lan dau, 6ng dé lai trong t6i mot &n
tugng dac biét lam téi c thdc mac mai, vi sao 6ng chon cai nghé canh sat, tinh bao
nhung tréng con ngudi 6ng hién lanh, nhu mi thé nay? Téi da tim thdy cau tra IGi cho



riéng minh: thd, trong 6ng tran day mot ngudi thd, mot tdm hdn nghé si. Mot ngudi
lam thdg, yéu thd di cé 1am nghé gi chang nita cling khéng thé séng ac ddc.

Trong vai tap hoi ky da xuat ban, Thanh Thanh cling khéng che dau minh tung la
nan nhan cua ché do “Céng gido tri” Ngé Binh Diém, du ca hai bén déu “chéng Cong”
ca. Mot bén dung (va bi dung) Céng giao qudc t&€ dé€ chéng Céng, mot bén chdng
Cong tU ban chat dan toc, tam tinh dan toc.

Trong bai md& dau “Cam dn, nudc My”, (Thank You, America), c6 doan:

Thank you, America! For the example to settle
The separation between politics and religion

In our poor nation the priests did meddle

In worldly powers, and it was mutual demolition.

Cam on, nudc My! Da cho tdi bai hoc dé€ biét su’ phan chia gilta chinh tri va tén gido.
Noi qudc gia nghéo nan cua chung toi, tu si can du vao vdi cac thé luc qulc t€, va roi
ca hai (chinh quyén va toén gido) déu bi huy hoai. Doc hét 20 cau thd trong “Thanh
You, America” cia Thanh Thanh thdy ngay su hgp I€ tinh, dao ly cua nhitng ké tung
nhan “on day” tU My, du thiua liém si, tu cach nhiéu so véi nhitng ké doi “dan chu da
nguyén, da dang” ki€u modt chim —chua nhén on mua méc gi cia My cad ma da mat
trg tran bong.

Trong bai “L3i tdn dudng Gido Hoang John Paul 11” (Laud to Pope John Paul I1) cé
bdn cau, néu doc theo I3i Viét thi binh thudng théi, nhung chuyén sang Anh ngif thi y
va tu lai rat y nhi:

I Comprehend your part in seeking Poland’s regime to replace:
Because you are a Polish above and first of any other race.

| agree with you that thought you tell people not to fear,

You still must use bullet-proof protection in public to appear.

Tam dién lai y tiéng Viét:

T6i biét ngai tim kiém cho Ba Lan mét ché do ddi thay:

Bdi vi ngai la “thang” Ba Lan dling trén va trudc moi giéng dan.

To6i dong y vai IGi ngai néi vai cong ching diung sg hai,

Thé con, cai do-giap-chdng-dan ngai mac trén ngudi la diéu khong thé chéi cai.

54 nha lam thd khéac, tac gia chon mét doi bai d&€ chuyén ngilt, ngudi c6 nhiéu bai
nhat (tac gid Vi Khué, c6 9 bai). Téi chon mot sé bai tiéu biéu nghé thuat chuyén ngit
cla Thanh Thanh dé€ gidi thiéu, khong thé néu ra hét trong mét bai viét ngan ngui
nay.

Tac gia Dién Nghi qua bai “Suy that” ( Truth ), c6 I€ 1a nguGi déng diéu véi Thanh
Thanh, nén da hung hon Ién an nhitng ké da ham hai nha khoa hoc Bruno, chi vi 6ng
néi Ién su that hién nhién cla khoa hoc: trai dat tron, nhung “I8i Chia’ cua Vatican



da day la trai dat vudng, Bruno van cucng quyét bao vé su that, du cé bi Vatican ra
Iénh thiéu sbng :

On that old day — How could it be neglected?
The scientist Bruno went on to the pyre

As if he was taking a stroll, unaffected;

He re-affirmed to the frenzied abusers of fire:
“The Earth is round, in that Truth | trust
Although my body has to turn into dust!”

The fanatics determined the earth was square
As from their gods and sints they had learned;
Whoever came to say to the contrary to dare

Was consequently ordered to be alive burned!

Gia nhu téi c6 bai thd nguyén van bang tiéng Viét trong “Bai ca clia nhifng con chim
di trG” ( A Migrant Birds’ Song ) cua Dinh Duy Phuong sau day, tbi tin nha thg da
dung nhiing tr théng thudng théi, nhung chuyén qua Anh ngit, doc nghe gia tdng
cam xUc qua hinh anh cua con chim con bi nan, tim su song..

The high sky is vast

The evening wind blows fast
There appears a young bird flight
From far sites out of sight
Drifting their wings over the seas
Alighting on a row of trees
Seeking for a snug nest

The birds begin to sing their best
Conveying this breadth of life:....

Tam dién lai y tiéng Viét:

Bau trGi ménh mong

Gi6 chiéu nhanh thdi
Thoang hién con chim non
Bay xa xa tam mat

R& dbi canh trén bién
BAng v mdt chiim cay
Ki€ém tim mot td 8m

Chim hét I8i hoan ca
Chao mung cho su song

Mot bai thd khac cua Hoa D6 : “Ti€ng sét ai tinh” ( Love At First Sight ):

I want to amass, darling, all clouds in the sky
To impringt in it a First Love forever to reify!
Many a time | contemplate the horizon blue
And ask myself if it is truth or dreamy dew?



“Tinh ca mua xuan” ctia Ngoc An ( Springtime Love Words ), dién dat cdm xuc nhd
gué ngap ngua trong khung trGi xa la véi nhitng cay tre lang, nhithg canh déng laa
vang chin:

I suddenly feel strangely nostalgic

Each time the swallows soar overhead
Looking up | think it's our native sky, above
Emerald bamboos, golden rice widespread.

Nhu Hoa trong “M6t nai dé nhé va thuong” ( This Place to Miss and Love):

On my departure, did the clouds and water shclep?
The Rach Ong girl’s laughter resonate whenever?
Would the Y-shaped Bridge shake under each step?
The Tan Quy scenery remained attached forever.

Tam dién lai y tiéng Viét:

Ngay to6i di, may nudc cé hiing hg?

Giong cudi ¢6 gai Rach Ong con vang tiéng?
Cau Chif Y con 13t 1éo mbi nhip di

Oi Tan Quy, canh con deo ddng mai.

Song Nhi vGi “M0t ngay he & San Francisco” ( A Summer Day in San Francisco):

I arrived in San Francisco at noon
On a day dark similar to nightfall.
The slopes hazed far above with fog;
People crowded like in a festive mall.

Di nhién con nhiéu bai thc ciia mdt s8 nha thao khac nita, xin d€ hen mdt dip khéc
sé dé cap day du hon.

O nudc ngoai, tdi ¢ theo ddi mot vai nha viét Iy ludn van hoc theo 18i kinh dién nhu
Hoang Ngoc Tuén (6 Uc) va Bui Vinh Phiac (6 Hoa Ky). Téi ung y Bui Vinh Phdc nhét,
s& noi vi sao G trong mét bai viét khac. Nhan dip dé cap dén tho Viét chuyén ngit
sang ti€ng nudc ngoai cla Thanh Thanh, téi mudn néu mot trudng hgp vé su kéu goi
d6i mdi van chuong, hién dai hoa van hoc Viét Nam clia Hoang Ngoc Tudn. Trong bai
“Ti€n tdi m6t nén van chudng Viét Nam hoan cau héa”, ong tu dat cau hédi: Van
chudng Viét Nam sé nhu thé nao trong thé ky 217, va 6ng tu tra I8i: hién trang van
chuang Viét Nam thay doi rdt cham va rat kho khan, vi ‘tu duy cla da s6 van gidi
van tiép tuc chlra dung nhing tinh cach cii s8n c6 trong vdn chudng Viét Nam thé ky
20. Hoang Ngoc Tudn viét: “Nhing tinh cach dé la: hé thdm my va bat phap van con
mang mau sac hién thuc va lang man thé ky 19, va tat nhién khéng di kha nang
phan anh va dung chira hién thuc tham phon cua hoan cau ducong dai...” ( 1 ). Khéng
“phan &nh” da danh, nhung tai sao lai khéng thé “dung chra”? N&u van hoc la phan



anh, két qua tu su giao cau cac nén van héa khac biét, thi bat c& mot nén van héa
nao cling c6 kha nang “dung chira”, tham chi tiéu héa dé cai tién. Nhitng thi du vé
nén van hoa cd nhu Hy-La, Trung-An, vdn héa My-M&, vin héa My-Indién, vin hoa
Viét-Cham ...v.v.., con nhiéu Iam. Chinh vi qua lo xa do cai v6n liéng ‘trudng 6c¢” cla
minh, Hoang Ngoc Tuan dudng nhu khuéch dai tinh than “chd nghia hién dai lai doi
hoi su cach tan triét dé€ va chdng lai truyén théng” clua ngudi khac. Quan quanh vdi
ly ludn, Hoang Ngoc Tu&n rci ngay vao sy’ mau thuan khi nhin van dé “hién dai” va
“truyén thdng”. O trong doan khac (cling tu hdi va tra I5i), Hoang Ngoc Tudn cho
rang chinh nhd vao “tién trinh hoan cau hoa da khéng cho phép chi nghia dan tdc
dbc tén Anglo-Saxon cua Hoa Ky ddng hoa cac nén van hoa di dan tir khap thé gidi
du nhép vao.” (2). A ha, vy thi cai gi lam cho nén van héa Anglo-Saxon “khéng thé
dong hoéa”, ngoai trir mét ban séc van héa dan tdc dac thi tlr cac noi mang dén Hoa
Ky!?. Va hdn van héa ddc thu dé at phai di manh mdi c6 thé dirng viing (thdm chi
c6 thé thu hat, bién dang) nén van héa Anglo-Saxon! V&n dé clia van héa truyén
théng Viét Nam khong phai la bao thu, cham tién, phan dong, nhung la van dé phai
biét gill gin nhitng gi ddc sdc, va loai bd nhitng cai khéng can thiét, khong ich Igi.
Ti€ng Viét nhu nhiéu ngudi thudng néi theo cung cach nhap tam cua tiém thic nhu
la “tiéng me dé” v.v.. mdi la nhitng dang bao thu. Tiéng Viét La-tinh-héa theo moé
hinh phién am ké thira cia Alexandres de Rhodes khéng phai la diéu qua may man
cho dan tdc ta, trong tudng lai dung dau vdi van dé hé thdng hoa ti€ng Viét theo tiéu
chudn cac mén khoa hoc k§ thudt hién dai ctia thé& gidi s& 16i ra ngay su hut hang,
yéu kém da hé md trong nhiéu trudng hgp. Do dé, theo to6i, trén phudng dién van
chuong hay dé cho tiéng Viét tu do, phéng ting dudi moi dang thiic, dia vuc. Khong
lam gi c6 chuyén “tiéu chudn héa” tiéng Viét theo mét mién nao ca. Mién nao, cling
c6 gia tri van chudng, van hoc riéng clia né. Hay tiép nhan ngdn nglt dia phucng dé
lam giau, phong pha hoa tiéng Viét. Con khi ti€ng Viét xuat ngoai va nhap dia cac
nudc khac, tiéng Viét cé thé di “nudc déi” mét cach binh than, thong dong vdi ngdn
ng{ ban x{. Dung Anh nglf nhu mét ngén nglf chinh thifc bén canh Viét ngir, va con
c6 thé cho n6 chiém mét vi tri uu tién hon trong mot vai l1anh vuc. Piém nay han la
da bat gdp su dong y (khéng céan gat dau) clia 6ng Hoang Ngoc Tudn.

Va, “Poems by Selected Viethamese Anthology” clia Thanh Thanh la mét thi du rat
nhé véi nhitng dién tién cua tuong lai s& dén.

Nguyén V3n Hoéa
Sunday, January 15, 2006, lic 2:34 chiéu.
Chu thich:

(1) V&n hoc Hién dai va Hu hién dai qua Thuc tién Sang tac va goc nhin Ly thuyét,
HNT. Van Nghé xb.2002, trang 569.

(2) sdd. Trang 589

(*) Séach c6 thé dat mua tai:
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