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Em xin dudc gilf [ théi né nép cla gia dinh hai bén Nbi Ngoai, ...d€ thua thdt trude
trong bai viét nay: Nhifng ai ma nho tudi han cha em thi xin goi bédng Chu, nhiing ai bang tudi
cha trg 1én xin dugc goi bdng Bac. Di nhién ciling cé vai trudng hgp biét 1€, nhu thién su Nhat
Hanh, em xin goi bang Su Ong cho dung nghia tinh tham dan tdc, nhung Ong Gido hoang La
ma John Paul 11 em goi b&ng Ngai cho ding I& nghi quan cach trong thién ha. C6 thé cach
xung hé nhu thé mang tinh khéng “fair” theo tinh than tay phudng, vi em biét c6 mét thi€u s8
chi bac & nudc ngoai dang tranh dau cho “tu do tén gido” “dan chu da nguyén da dang”
“guyén lam ngudi Viét Nam” da goi Su Ong Nhat Hanh bdng “Thang”; nhung thay ké so do
lam chi cho budn nam phut, van héa clia xudng thit em, em gitr.

Doc dudc trén trang web Giao Diém thang 4, thdy c6 bai cia phéng vién Ben Stocking
V@i ndi dung -du cé y tan duong chuyén trd vé “c6 quan” ctia Su Ong qua ghi nhan mét s6 y
ki€n clla mot s6 ngudi tén kinh, nhung khi thdy éng Vi€t “About 50 percent of Viethameses are
Buddhist”, thi theo mau Nam Ky khdi nghia trong ngudi em néi ddy, em cho day la 16i théng
ké udc doan ba trgn. Va, néu lay cai 16i thdng ké khéng ranh vé chuyén mén dé ma vi von vdéi
cau trd IGi clia bac “professor of philosophy” Henry Nguyen Liem, khi dugc Ben Stocking héi
cam nghi vé du luén ngudi Viét trong cong déng hai ngoai chuyén di Viét Nam cua Su Ong
Nhat Hanh, bac Liém tra IGi: “Their feelings about Hanh range from outright hatred to saint-
like respect”, em lai thdy cau tra IGi rat ba phail. Ba trgn vé cai “about” clia Ben Stocking nhu
thé& nao chac hdn quy chd bac da nhén ra, em khdi can giai thich. Nhung, “Cam tudng cua ho
vé Hanh tir c8m thu triét d& dén ton kinh nhu-vi-thanh”, (néu em dich Viét cau tra I6i cla
“professor” Liém) em thdy khong dudc chinh d6n chit nao ca, nhat la bac nay phai thira hiu
rang cau tra 16i d6 sé dugc phé bién trudc nhét l1a khdp nudc My, sau dén la khdp qua dia cu.
Lam gi c6 cai “range” md hd do6 nhi? Trong thuc t€, chi c6 mot vai phén tir “outright hatred”
nhu mot s6 tin d6 Céng giao chéng cong hay mot s6 phan t& di theo V6 Van Ai ma théi. Hay
noéi cach khac, mot phan tlr rat bé clia mét tdp doan (ch6ng cong) rdt nhé trong mot cong
dong ngudi Viét hai ngoai G rai rac tinh chung trén toan cau la chua téi 3 triéu ngudi. Bdi I&,
ngay ca trong tap doan nhd du c6 chdng cdng kia, van cé da s& ngudi quy trong Su Ong Nhat
Hanh; hay néi cach khac nhitng ngugi phat tr &y khdng vi chuyén chdng cdng ma dam ra thu
oan Su Ong. Thua, chdc hdn quy cha bac phai ing hd em vé quan diém nay thoi !

Bay giG em xin dudc ban vé Ngai C6 Gido hoang John Paul I1.

Theo tinh than “tdn man xung quanh céai chét cia mét vi nhan” clia bac Tran Chung
Ngoc, em thdy bac cé nhac dén tai “dong kich gidi” cia Ngai John Paul 11, va cudi bai bac hy
vong rang “nhitng tin d6 Coéng gido Viét Nam s& nhan thirc dugc “nhifng udn ham
(implications) trong nhitng hanh ddng vi dai cla Giao hoang, va tir d6 c6 thé dinh cho minh
mot con dudng tam linh phu hgp véi nhitng truyén thdng nhan ban thiét thuc cta dan toc...”



Hanh déng vi dai dy tyu trung la cdéng khai thi nhan tdi ac lich sUf clia Vatican, gian ti€p xac
nhan thuyét ti€n hdéa clia Darwin, thién dang dia nguc khéng & trén chin tang may, ma g tai
tam v.v... D6 la tinh than lac quan c6 thé xay ra, th€ nhung cling dang hoai nghi I3m vi Gido
hoang la con ngudi dugc du ludn trén thé gidi mé ta la “hai mat”. Riéng em, em khoéng lo ho
khéng hi€u, em chi lo ho hi€u qua xa va qua dung vdi nhitng nhan xét cla cac bac thic gia
trén thé gidi, da nhan xét chu tam cua Ngai John Paul Il chi muén Gido hdi Céng gido La ma
c6 tha dé trd vé truyén théng thdi tién-Céng ddng Vatican 2, cé nghia rat la bao thd. Mudn dat
dugc diéu nay, thi Vatican cU gid v qua ai, nhu phai chirng toé Gido hdi v6 cung dao duc la
khéng cho phép tin d& dugdc dung cac phudng tién ngura thai vi phan vdi sy Y mudn cla Thién
Chua, ké ca viéc ngdn cdm nam nif dung “4o mua” khi lam tinh 1am ti nhau, du cho hau qua
clia l1énh lac d6 da lam hang triéu tin @& 6 Chau Phi va khap céac ... nudc nghéo khac phai chét
mau vi bénh AIDS; hay vé phudng dién chinh trj thi xdi duc tin 6 Ivu vong chéng cOng chét
bé, da nguyén da dang muén nam, nhung & cd qudc thi tham thi: Chda Gié-su dau c6 thich
chu nghia tu ban, sng chung vdi xa hdi chu nghia la s6ng trong su hiép théng vdéi Thién Chaa,
roi chd thdi ¢ ngoéc dau day, ndm chinh quyé&n nhu thdi “cu Riém” thi chc dan tdc em sg thay
ong ba 6ng vai luén. Dan chl va dao dic ki€u nay thi gan 80 triéu ngudi déng bao Viét Nam
em khéng ham rdi d6 nghe. Em nghi réng céi “udn ham” clia Ngai John Paul 11, tit ca déu
xuét phat tir “tai déng kich giéi” ma thoi.

Poc mot sb 16n tai liéu vé cudc ddi cua Ngai John Paul 11, ai cling bi€t gidc mong 16n cua
Ngai thdi trai tré 1a muén trd thanh mot dién vién, mot kich si. Ngai con di hoc V& kich nghé,
lam thg nita ch. Cudc s6ng va hoan canh gia dinh nghéo khd dua ddy Ngai vo tu vién rdi trd
thanh tu si. Cho nén trong con ngudi cla Ngai khi lam Gido hoang mang theo hai tinh chét,
vlra la tu si vira la dién vién. Ngai co tai dong kich gidi 1a dung dit dudi rdi, thé nhung ciing
rat nhiéu Ian trong 26 ndm tri vi ngéi bau, Ngai cling hay bi td trac. T8 Newsweek s dic biét
vé John Paul Il ngay 11/4 vira rbi thdy dang nguyén hai trang hinh Ngai to t6 b8, Ngai quy gdi
trai dai ngudi ra, chdng moéng, chu mdm hun dat “Simg Phi Chau” (Ivory Coast) nhan lic Ngai
viéng tham nudc nay. Do cai dong tac khé khan nay, trong bd 4o kénh cang “Hoang thanh
dé”, Ngai ngoam ludn cd moét déng dat vo miéng. TS Newsweek chi thich la: “When the
gesture which symbolized bringing the church to faithful, became difficult to perform, a
container of soil was brought to his lips”.

Gido su sUr hoc Gary Leupp (dai hoc Tuft, mién dong Hoa Ky) trong “Trén Phao bong &
Peru —Nhifng giay phut ngudng mo vé Gido hoang cua tbéi” (“The Bonfire in Peru - My
Favorite Papal Moment” -- doc 6 day ) k& thém cau chuyén khac: Ndm 1985, trong tuan 1&
dau tién khi Ong Wojtyla viéng thdam Peru, chirng vai phut sau khi phi ¢ chd Ngai dap xudng
phi trudng Lima thi du kich quan clia Dang CAng san Peru td chiic dén tung bling badng mot
man dét phao béng vdi nhitng hinh thé baa liém di mau sdc ngoan muc & ndi chan ddi gan
do6. Phao bong toa ruc cd mot vung trdi. Nhung khi Gido hoang rao giang cho dam con chién &
Ayacucho (la thu phd cla t8 chiic cdng san Mao-it), Ngai lén giong: “Cac thanh nién dang dau
tranh vi trang la nhitng ké bi Itra d6i di theo mot y thirc hé sai [dm. Nhan danh Chaa, toi
muén cac anh phai thay ddi con dudng!”. Thé& la man phao béng bi dap tat tlc thi, tat ca déen
duBc déu tdt cai rup, mot man dém t6i om gilta trGi mua déng lanh gia. S& di diéu nay xay ra
vi t8 chlic cdng san Peru lo séc ludn ca hé thdng cung cép dién va anh sang. Khi dén Peru va



Nicaragua, Ngai Wojtyla vay tay chao mirng nhifng ngudi nghéo khd va ban bé I5i thanh cho
ho: Blirng nén di theo chll nghia cach mang Méac-xit d& tim cach cai thién phuong tién ddi séng
vat chat ma hay di theo con dudng cta Ta, lo cho ddi sau d&€ dugc 1én thién dang. Piéu nay
con c6 nghia la Ngai mudn cac con dan cua Giao hdi & cac qulc gia Nam My hdy quén di sy
nghéo khd, bat céng, béc 18t clia cac thanh phan cai tri ddc doan, phat-xit tan bao canh hitu
(va cling la nhitng dra con cung cla Vatican)..., 1a sé c6 mét ddi sau sung sudng!?. Gido su
Gary Leupp da dat cau héi va ty tra I0i: Vi sao Gido hoang nay da phé phan chd nghia tu ban
va toan cdu héa? Khoéng phé phan sao dugc khi ca toan th€ Chau My Latinh la noi muc vu
truy@n gido sang danh mét thdi thi gid day giao hdi La Ma dang & nguy cd sup dd. Cling nhu,
khong chdng cubc xam lang Iraq clia My va Ién an la bat hgp phap va vé dao sao dudc, khi ca
thé€ gidi bén ngoai (khéng coi tin tlc cua dai truyén hinh Fox News) déu c6 tu tudng tuong tu?

Ky gia Larry B. Stammer cua td Los Angeles Times thi vi€t: dan Ba Lan g6c Do Thai
tirng noi vGi nhau rang, “dan gdc Ba Lan chinh théng da ubng tinh than chdng-Do théi tir trong
sita me” (xem: Pope John Paul Il dies at 84, The L.A. Times Sunday ngay 3/4/05), nhung
khi lam Gido hoang, Ngai phan : “Gié-su la con cua Chua Cha, nhung vdi mdt con ngudi binh
thudng, Gié-su dong thdi cling la “con clia nudc Do Thai” (‘Jesus was the son of God, but as a
man, he was also "a son of Israel™). D&n ndm 1982, Wojtyla doén ti€p linh dinh Yasser Arafat
lan dAu tién thi Gido hdi va Do Thai biing v& sy mau thudn. D&n ndm 1987, Wojtyla don tiép
Téng thu ky Lién Hiép qudc Kurt Waldheim, 1a mét trong nhitng tdi pham Dlc Quc Xa da tirng
gi€t ngudi Do Thai, nén khi Ngai dén tham nudc My & ving Los Angeles thi bi ngay cac giao si
Do Thai gido tdy chay budi cdu nguyén lién tén da dugc chudn bi chu dao trudc d6. Ndm 1979,
Ngai Wojtyla trong Itic viéng tham Auschwitz da tuyén xung ngdi day la mot “Golgotha trong
thé€ gidi hién dai” (d6i Golgotha, theo hu truyén la ndi Gié-su bi déng dinh —NHHV). Sang dén
nam 1984, Gido hoang John Paul 11 d& cho thi€t Iap mot n{r tu vién dong Carmelite & sat ngay
Auschwitz. NguGi Do Thai khap nai trén thé gidi da cho IGi tuyén b6 va hanh dong cla Giao
hoang la hanh dong c6 ngu y Ki-t6 héa Auschwitz, ngi ma cé tir gan hai triéu dén 6 triéu
ngudi Do Thai bi Dlc Qubc Xa giét hai. MOt lan séng chéng ddi Vatican cla ngudi Do Thai néi
Ién, John Paul Il budc long phai déng clra tu vién ndam 1998.

Ciling trong ndm 1998, Ngai da tuyén dudng nan nhan Qudc Xa bang khiu hiéu: “Ching
ta Tudng niém: Cam thic vé Shoah” (‘We Remembering: A Reflection on Shoah’, Shoah = mot
trai tAp trung & Auschwitz), nhung lai chudn bi d&€ phong thanh Gido hoang Pi6 XII, la ké da
ddng 16a véi Dlc Qubc Xa dé tan sat ngudi Do Thai. Bi dan Do Thai phan ¢ng di ddi nita, Ngai
bén dinh chi chuyén phong thanh. Bu vao, Ngai lai phong thanh cho Giao hoang Pid IX.

Nhung, lich s lai nhdc nhd cho ngudi ta nhg chinh Pid IX da ting tép trung dan Do Thai thanh
mot ghetto & Réma, ra Iénh tudc doat hét moi tai san ca nhan, va goi ngudi Do Thai la
“nhifrng con ché” ("..but he is remembered by Jews for having confined their ancestors to a
walled ghetto in Rome, stripping them of property and calling them "dogs".", theo Larry B.
Stammer).

Vao ndm 2001, d€ mong dugc binh thudng héa vdi Trung Qudc nén Vatican da van xin
chinh phl Trung Qudc tha th(f cho nhing 16i [Am cua Vatican trong thdi ky thuc dan truy&n
gido. Nhung song song vdi hanh dong dé, Ngai lai phong thanh cho 120 thanh t& dao Trung
Hoa, dang vao ngay Quéc Khanh cla Trung Quéc. Chinh quyén Trung Qudc phan dGi va cho



rang hanh déng “phong thanh” nhitng ngudi bi giét vi phan bdi t6 quéc ho la hanh déng gian
ti€p thuc ddy su chéng ddi ciia mot thi€u s6 tin dd6 Caté chéng lai chinh phd.

Trong sudt mdy thang vira qua & trén dat My, nghe néi nhém “chdng cong” ngudi Viét
Iuu vong (da s6 do tin d6 Caté chu dao va dugc co-quan-thong-tin-phat-gido-qudc-t€ cla hai
bac V6 Van Ai-Y Lan phu hoa —em c6 nghe tin réng cd quan nay sip slfa dep tiém vi NED da
cat dit ngudn tai trg) da ra ra 1ap di 1ap lai chién dich chéng Tau giét tam ngu dan Viét Nam &
Vinh B&c B6 hdi dau nam, nhung chua bao giG dam Ién ti€ng chi trich Vatican trong hanh ddng
quy luy anh Tau; thanh khan di xin 16i Tau ma déch thém da& dong tdi nhitng tdi &c véi dan toc
Viét Nam. Hay phai chdng Vatican d& Iugng gia rang, anh Tau la dan van minh, con may anh
Mit 1a dan can phai khai héa, khong ta dn thi thoi, sao dam hon lao dit bay 16i phai?

Chu choa, nghi t6i diéu nay ma em mudn ndi tam banh lén, quyét noi theo tinh than Ba
Trung Ba Triéu, lai vira mudn theo tinh than cua tién t6 Van Than va “ddi quan téc dai” Bén
Tre day céac chu bac a!

ROGi lai nghe dai BBC ldy y ki€n cla may cb chu bac tin d6 Caté nao do6 vé cai chét cla
Gido hoang, cé ba da sut sui: Cha me t6i chét ma téi khéng dau budn badng khi nghe Gido
hoang mét. O 1a la, la chua kia. Ngai dugc vé vdi Chaa con sung sudng ngon lanh gdp ngan
[an & triéu dinh R6ma nifa, cd sao lai dau budn?

RO 14,

Thuong cha thuong me thuong chéng,
Thuong minh thuong mét, thuong Gioan Phaol6 thuong tram I&n.

Trong bai bao “Pope John Paul 11 Dies at 84", cé ghi lai m6t doan kha tha vi: Khi Ngai
Wojtyla di thdm Ba Lan, nguGi ta da chic tung Ngai bang hat bai dan gian : “Mot tram nam,
mot tram nam, xin chdc Ngai séng mot tram nam.” (“One hundred years, one hundred
years, may you live one hundred years”). Nhung khéng may & tudi 84, Ngai da chét, thi chdc
I& But nha khéng thiéng rdi, nén em xin phép dudc cép-bi va slra lai d€ chic tung Ngai:

“MOt tram nam.

MOt tram nam..

Chang em mong Ngai s6ng mét tram nam..
MGt trdm co6 la bao lam,

Oi a, 6i a...1a c6 bao lam...

Nhung gi¢ day Chda thuong Chuda goi...

Oi a, Gi a... la Ngai di sém..

Tam mugdi tu, thoi thé cling danh,

Qi a, 6i a...1a Ngai ai!

(Piép khuc 3 lan, phdi khi: dai ho cdm (nhac khi chinh), dan giao huéng vi cam, nhac dém
dudng cdm danh cho cac nha thd Viét-Catholics & nudc ngoai. Mot dan kén dua dam la mia,
phdi khi v&i dan nhi, dan co danh cho cac nha thg Viét-Catholics G trong nudc -NHHV)



DE& Kkét ludn vé tai “déng kich gidi” clia Ngai John Paul 11, em nghi la trong thdi trai tré
chac Ngai Wojtyla tirng doc nhiéu, doc ki vé Aristotle. Trong tri€t luédn vé& Chinh trj va Thi ca
(Politics and Poetics —/ phan Poetics, Book 1), Aristotle d& cho rang: kich tinh la d&i tugng cua
su’ bat chude vé hanh vi cia con ngudi, nhitng hanh vi nay nhat thi€t phai Ia hodc thién hodc
ac; theo dé chung ta chi cé thé bi€u bd con ngudi kha hon chinh né, hodc t& hon con ngudi
that clia nd, hay dang nhu con ngudi that clia né la. Chdng han nhu trong hdi hoa, céc buc
tranh cla Polygnotus thi & trén mdc bic binh thudng cua nhién gidi, tranh cla Pauson thi ha
thdp, nhung tranh clla Dionysius thi m6 ta trung thuc. Va Aristotle két ludn: “Hai kich, cling
nhu bi kich, chi la s phan biét trong ciing thé cach; tiéu dich cua hai kich la trung
bay con ngudi té han la ta nhin thay vé né. Bi kich thi kha hon” (Tragedy, also, and
comedy, are distinguished in the same manner; the aim of comedy being to exhibit men worse
than we find them, that of tragedy, better.) (*)

Nhu thé€, Ngai John Paul 11 vira la dién vién thién tai ca hai 1an bi kich. Bi kich nhu khi
Ngai dén Auschwitz d€ khéc thuong cho ngudi Do Thai bi Dldc Qubc Xa thiéu séng tap thé, nhu
khi Ngai xin 16i nhan dan Trung Qudc vé qua kh( truyén gido di déi thé luc thuc dan; va nhat
la Ngai da béc 10 vdi triéu than vé su ti€c nudi dUt rudt tai sao Vatican hoi thé ky 18 lai ra Iénh
cho bon Dong Tén rut ra khoi Trung Quéc, néu khong thi gid nay da “thdy me bon Ba Tau” r0i.
Con hai kich thi nhu khi Ngai cai sép minh, chéng méng thi€u dudng té sdp d€ hun dat Ivory
Coast cla x(f Phi Chau, va vai ndm trudc day khi Ngai ra vé hdn gidi phai tiép Téng théng
Bush-con trudc khi 6ng thuc hién cudc xam I1&ng Irag. Néi tom lai, xét trén cac dién bién do
Vatican tao ra trong sudt 26 ndm tri vi ciia Ngai thi dich thuc, Ngai 1a mot dién vién vé dich
thé& gidi vé bi 1an hai kich trong cudi thé ky 20 vira qua vay.

Nguyén Hanh Hoai Vy
Tuesday, April 12, 2005

(*) Aristotle, Politics and Poetics, The Vikings Press, 1959, cac trang 224, 225



