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‘Rome on $12,000 a Month — The Return of Cardinal Bernard Law’
by Christopher Brauchli (is Lawyer in Boulder, Colorado)
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C6 |18 dé nang cao tinh than phuc vu t6i da ddc gia vé vu Igi, ngudi phu trach
giao cho em mot bai bao rdt mdi, vao t6i hom qua (3/6/2004) cla luat su
Christopher Brauchli, hién dang hanh nghé & Boulder, bang Colorado, cé6 tua dé
rat vui cho ngay cudi tuan : “Sy trd lai cia Hong y Bernard Law — mdt thang
12.000 db6-la 8 La m&” (‘Rome on $12,000 a Month — The Return of Cardinal
Bernard Law’, bao Daily Camera, mang counterpunch.com dang lai). Bung la
trong ngudi em mang ndang mdac-cadm-Electra rdi (‘Electra Complex’: khéng ua me
ma chi thudng cha thoéi), nén cé chuyén la cla may cha loan dam la em chiéu
tudng ngay. Yéu cho roi cho vot, ghét cho ngot cho bui. Tudng la cha Bernard
Law da chon vui ngay thang véi nhitng an nan hdi cadi, sau khi dén mét mén tién
bdi thudng khdng 16 cho cac con chién nan nhan cua cha; ai dé cha chi di nghi
duGng sUc nhu ngay xua cu Diém tUr chifc thugng thu, qua My duGng sdc trong tu
vién Maryknoll d€ chd ngay thdng tién Ién chic thu tudng --cha Law lai dudc Giao
hoang John Paul 11 vira &m tham phong chrc, tang ludng. Thé mdéi sudng cha! Eo
6i, di tu kiu nay ai ma khéng ham hdi BISi ? Em hét y kién rdi cha i, khéng néi
nén IGi danh mugn bai binh luan cla luat su Brauchli cho déc gid thudng Iam cudi
tuan vay :

“Trong thdi dai ma su chiu dung vé nhitng cudc tadn céng tinh duc bdi nhitng ké
ting la dadu dan thi d6 la mot quy tac, han la mot truéng hgp ngoai 1€, ciling co
th€ d€ mua vui véi sy thang thét. Va su thang thét I16n nhat da xay ra vao ngay
27/5/2004. Vao ngay dé, tin loan rang mot ké chu chan dudc an thudng héu hy,
du da chiu su si nhuc pham tdi tinh duc bgi nhithg ngugi dudi quyén. Ban tin vao



ngay 27 thang N&m théng bao Hong y Bernard Law dudc b8 nhiém vao mot chirc
vu mdi rdt thdm, khong ai khac hon la ké dai dién Chua trén trai dat nay, Giao
hoang John Paul II.

“Trong thdi gian HONng y Law nam giif chiic vu cai quan giao phéan, rat nhiéu tu si
dudi quyén da can dy vao hanh vi khéng chinh dang véi cac tré em. C6 1&é HOong y
khoéng c6 mat vao lic cac cudc tdn cong tinh duc xay ra, nén Chuda thdy khoéng
nén cho éng biét nhitng viéc da xay ra lam gi. Ngugi khac lam va éng khéng cho
do la diéu nghiém trong. Vao nam 2002, sy c6 da trd nén t6i té€ ¢ vung Boston,
nén vao thang 12 ndm d6 éng ta dé don xin tlr chiic Hong y va 6ng di chuyén ra
khoi ng6i nha ba téng clia gido hdi tri gia dén 20 triéu d6-la nGi ma 6ng da séng
khiém nhudng nhu mot ngudi 4o vai.

“Sau khi tir chirc, 6ng rat lui v& séng an du8ng, tr d6 6ng tram tu suy tudng vé
su khién trach bt coéng vi su dam 6 vé dao cla nhitng ké khac. Ong ngdp dau
tram tu vé& han 500 ban an ti nhifng nan nhan truy td tdi loan dam cua tu si. Ong
lai trdm tu cdng bung k& tir khi Linh muc Christopher J. Cone, phat ngén nhan
clia gido phan Boston tiét 10 : “Ong ta ti€p tuc nhan tién luong va phuc Igi tir gido
phan nhu bao linh muc va giam muc khac.”

“Sau khi hét han thgi gian an dudng, HONng y Law vé lam cha “giam quan” cho
dong tu ‘the Sisters of Alma’ & Clinton, bang Maryland. Nhung chirc vu ciling sép
dén thdi ky chdm dut. Gid Gido hoang mdi quyét dinh an thudng cho tinh than
phuc vu clia 6ng, nang cho 6ng Ién chific cao han mot lan nira.

“Ngay 27/5 Hong y Law dugc théng bao sé dugc nhan chific gido si quan nhiém
nha thd cung dinh St. Mary Major Basilica. Nha thd nay la mét trong bén nha thd
cung dinh quan trong nhat d La Ma. Theo phat ngdn nhan cua Vatican, Hong vy
Law “s& ndm toan quyé&n v& quan Iy tu si 1An cac muc vu lién hé.” Vién chlc
Vatican con giai thich thém ra vé bi &n réng, “d6 khéng phai chiic vu cé quyén
hanh.” Diéu dy con ngu y rang bat c nhiing té tung dinh nao trong tuong lai dgi
véi tu si loan dam dudi quyén 6ng quan nhiém, Hong y Law sé vd can, khéng nhu
hoan canh rac réi 6ng gap phai & Boston.

“Hbng y Law la ngudi thira k€ Hong y Carlo Furno, mot éng gido si c6 s thich
tiéu xai phung phi. Can nha cla Carlo Furno, ndi ma Hong y Law sé ti€p thu la
mot cung dién trang 1€. MOt cuu vién chic Vatican giai thich : “Day la dinh thy La
Ma& c8 dién c6 day tranh vé& trén tudng.” Vién chlc 8y néi thém Hoéng y Furno da
t6n rdt nhiéu tién d€ chinh trang lai né vi nghi s& con 6 d6. Can nha cii cla Hong
y Law & Boston da ban dé€ bl bdp vao s6 tién trd cho nan nhan thua kién. Hong y
Law gi§ day s& s6ng trong mai trudng day tién nghi ¢ La Ma xa han vdi nhitng ky
Urc budn phién vé qua kh(r pham tdi dam loan cla 6ng. Ngudi thira k€ 6ng & gido
phan Boston sé & nai khu vuc khiém tén han nhiéu.

“Hdng y Furno nhan tién Iuong tu si mdi thang 1a 12.000 d6-la. Hong y Law ciling
s€& nhan mot so tién Iudng tudng tu, sO tién lam cho 6ng cé cubc song ‘khiém
nhudng’. Trong lac phuc vu nhu mot gido si quan nhiém & dong ‘Cac Chi’, éng
bdo cado cho gidm muc dia phudng. Trong nhiém vu mdi, nguGi giam sat éng



ngoai Chia (ké ma cho tdi gid nay vin chua thay lam dugc cai gi kha ca) ra, chi
c6 Gido hoang (la ké ciing chdng kha gi hon Chaa).

“Nhifng ngugi dai dién cho I6p nan nhan tirng chiu dung dam loan cla Héng vy
khéng vui gi khi biét dén su b6 nhiém nay. D6 1a Amitchell Garabedian dai dién
cho trén 130 nan nhan bi tu si loan dam, binh luan vé nha va chic mdi cua Hong
y Law, 6ng néi : “Cé vé nhu 6ng ta dudc b8 nhiém véi chlic vu thodi mai hon, va
c6 vé nhu dé la hinh thic dugc an thudng. Vatican hodc la khéng hiéu gi v& nan
loan dam cua tu si, hodc la khéng cadn quan tam dén.” David Gibson, tac gia
cudn sach “Gido hoi Gia-t6 trong ngay tgi.” (‘The Coming Catholic Church’) néi :
“Ho chi muén rira sach mgt déng dd & Boston va déng clra gido xU, con 6ng ta
[H6ng y Law] thi nhan dudc chiéc di bang vang che chd. Ong ta nhan 1anh mot
can nha dep & La M&, va mot trong bon nha thG cung dinh chinh cla Gidao héi La
ma.” Céac 6ng Garabedian va Gibson khoéng hi€u rdng trong xa hdi nay, ching ta
da phai ddi phé véi nhitng ké khong thé nao giam sat nhitng hanh vi xam pham
dam loan thdp hén gilra ngay bon ho nhu thé dé. Khdng phai ho la nhitng ngudi
duy nhat.”

Doc xong bai binh luan cla Brauchli, Hoai Vy ngan ngdm su ddi quan mat van.
Nhé lai ngay xua con md ma tén chinh tri gian hiing Nguyén Van Thiéu —trong
chinh quyén cula y tir trén xudng dugi, tUr nha binh qua hanh chinh, dfra khéng
budn 1au thi tham & nhiing lam, k& ca gia dinh Thiéu 1a mdt bon vd vét 16n; y mdi
tuyén bd néu diét tham nhiing thi con ai ma lam viéc. Nay vdi triéu dinh Vatican
chac ngai ‘quéc trudng’ John Paul Il cling tirng tram tu ma rang, néu diét nan
loan dam cla gidi tu si, thi Idy ai ma lam viéc Chaa !

Cudi tudn, xin phép quy ddc gid cho Hoai Vy x8 toet mét dudng : Vay thdi, chi cé
mot ché& do thdi nat, dam tham quan 6 lai, nhitng ké dao durc giad hiéu, nhitng tén
hoc thic dém, nhitng thay tu gid khoac 4o nau song an cdm thi nha chua, nhiing
tén chinh tri bg dd, bon ‘chién Iudc gia’ rédm ‘dua’ Ca-td6-Tay-phudng chdng Tau...
mdi du can dam dé€ lién két véi Gido hdi Cong gido Vatican ma théi.

Hoai Vy,
04.6.2003

Source: ‘Rome on $12,000 a Month —The Return of Cardinal Bernard Law’,
Christopher Brauchli is a Boulder, Colorado Lawyer. This column appears in the
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The Return of Cardinal Bernard Law

By CHRISTOPHER BRAUCHLI

What does the Lord require of thee but . . . to walk humbly with thy
God. The Holy Bible, Micah

In an era where tolerance of sexual assaults by those whom one supervises is the
norm rather than the exception, it is still possible to entertain surprise. And the
biggest surprise of all came on May 27, 2004. On that date it was announced that one
supervisor was being richly rewarded notwithstanding outrageous tolerance of sexual
transgression by subordinates. On May 27 it was announced that Cardinal Bernard F.
Law, formerly of Boston, had been given a wonderful new job by none other than the
Lord's representative on earth, Pope John Paul II.

During Cardinal Law's tenure, lots of priests under his supervision engaged in
inappropriate conduct with young children. Cardinal Law was not present when the
offenses took place and the Lord did not see fit to let him know what was going on.
Other people did but he didn't take them seriously. By 2002, things had gotten fairly
unpleasant for him in Boston and in December of that year he tendered his resignation
as Cardinal and moved out of the $20 million three story church-owned house built in
the 1920s in which he'd been living humbly as befits a man of the cloth.

Following his resignation he went on a retreat from which he could contemplate the
injustice of being blamed for others' sexual misconduct. He had plenty to contemplate
having been named in more than 500 lawsuits filed by people claiming they were
abuse victims of priestly abuse. He contemplated on a full stomach since, according to
Rev. Christopher J. Coyne, a spokesman for the Boston archdiocese: "He receives the
same salary and benefits from the archdiocese as every other priest and bishop."

At the conclusion of the retreat Cardinal Law went to serve as chaplain to the Sisters
of Mercy of Alma in Clinton, Md. That chaplaincy is coming to an end. The Pope has
now decided to reward him for his faithful service by elevating him once again.

On May 27 it was announced that Cardinal Law was being given the post of archpriest
of St. Mary Major Basilica. The basilica is one of the four most important basilicas in
Rome. According to a Vatican spokesman Cardinal Law "will be in charge of the
administration of the priests and anything related to the basilica.” The official went on
to explain, enigmatically, that the post "is not a position of power." That may be
meant to insulate the Cardinal from any future lawsuits if it turns out that the priests
he administers engage in the kind of conduct he failed to notice that got him in so
much trouble in Boston.

Cardinal Law succeeds Cardinal Carlo Furno, a cleric with extravagant tastes. The
apartment occupied by Cardinal Furno and soon to be occupied by Cardinal Law is
described as palatial. A former Vatican official said: "It's the classical Roman
apartment with frescoes on the wall." He said that Cardinal Furno had paid for costly
renovations which presumably remain with the new resident. Cardinal Law's old home
in Boston is being sold by the church in order to help pay the victims of Cardinal Law's



inadequate supervision. Cardinal Law will live in opulent surroundings in Rome far
from unpleasant reminders of his past transgressions. His successor in Boston will live
in more modest quarters.

Cardinal Furno had a monthly stipend of $12,000 a month. Cardinal Law will probably
get a similar amount thus enabling him to live humbly yet well. While serving as the
Sisters' chaplain he reported to the local bishop. In his new position his only
supervisor, other than the Lord, (who has not done a particularly good job up to now)
will be the Pope (who has not done a much better job).

Those representing the victims of the abuse tolerated by the Cardinal are not
enthusiastic about his new appointment. Amitchell Garabedian represents more than
130 victims of sexual abuse by priests. Commenting on the Cardinal's new job and
home he said: "He apparently is being transferred to a position that is comfortable and
appears to be some sort of reward. The Vatican either doesn't understand the problem
of clergy sex abuse, or it doesn't care." David Gibson, author of "The coming Catholic
Church" said: "They're just cleaning up the mess in Boston and closing parishes, and
he's getting the ultimate golden parachute. He's getting a beautiful apartment in Rome
in one of the four major basilicas in Christendom." Messrs. Garabedian and Gibson
don't understand that in this society that's how we deal with folks who can't supervise
the improper sexual conduct of those beneath them. They're not alone.

Christopher Brauchli is a Boulder, Colorado lawyer. His column appears weekly in
the Daily Camera. He can be reached at: brauchli.56@post.harvard.edu
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